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Introduced by Senator SONNY ANGARA

AN ACT
DECLARING PAG-ASA ISLAND CLUSTER IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF KALAYAAN, 

PROVINCE OF PALAWAN AS AN ECOTOURISM DESTINATION AND PROTECTED AREA, 
PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to declare the Pag-asa island and its adjoining islands of Parola, Kota and 
Panata, collectively referred to as the Pag-asa Island Cluster in the Municipality of Kalayaan, in 
the province of Palawan which sit well within the territory of the Republic of the Philippines, as a 
special ecological tourism zone to promote and develop the Pag-asa Island Cluster as a tourist 
destination for domestic and international tourists while protecting its natural resources and 
diverse flora and fauna species. In addition, it also seeks to declare the islands of Parola, Kota 
and Panata as protected area under the National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS).

The Pag-asa island, located 480 kilometers off southwestern Palawan, is the largest that 
is effectively occupied by the Philippines, and the second largest island in the whole of Kalayaan 
Island Group (Spratlys) in the West Philippine Sea. It is the only Philippine-occupied island in the 
Spratlys that is inhabited by civilians. With its impeccable beauty, the island Is an ideal tourist 
destination. However, Kalayaan Mayor Eugenio Bito-onon Jr., who has been leading the far-flung 
island for six years, still dreams to turn the Pag-asa Island Cluster to a tourist destination and 
fisheries zone.1

The rich biodiversity and truly Filipino heritage of the island truly reflects the beauty of a 
paradise that our country should be proud of.

This proposed measure seeks to provide the necessary support to such efforts of the 
municipal government of Kalayaan by declaring it an ecological tourism area. By this, there shall 
be created the Pag-asa Island Ecotourism Cluster Governing Board which shall be composed of 
the Governor of Palawan as Chairperson, the Congressional Representative of the First District 
of Palawan as Co-Chairperson, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
Regional Executive Director for Region IV-B as Vice Chairperson, the Department of Tourism 
(DOT) Regional Director for Region IV-B as Co-Vice Chairperson, the Mayor of the Municipality 
of Kalayaan, the Barangay Chairperson of Pag-asa, the commander of the AFP Western 
Command, a member of a nongovernment organization whose advocacy is environmental 
preservation, a member of the academe, a representative of the business sector, and a 
representative of the private sector. This Board shall rationalize all efforts pertaining to 
environmental protection and making the tourism industry a major source of livelihood and an 
avenue for the generation of employment.

1 Available at: http://globalnation.inquirer.net/119101/pag-asa-island-come-hell-or-high-water-this-is-ours
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