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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE PROTECTION, SECURITY AND BENEFITS OF WHISTLEBLOWERS, 

APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Since 2010, much has been achieved in the drive against corruption in the public 
service. Government is slowly regaining the trust and confidence of the citizenry, after years of 
being cast under a iong shadow of doubt. In fact, the Philippines ranked 95th out of 186 
countries in the Corruption Perceptions Index of the Transparency International report for 2015, 
10 notches lower than its rank in the previous year.

The latest Global Corruption Barometer of Transparency International also affirms this, 
showing that the Philippines was among a handful of countries where comparatively more 
people reported that they believe corruption in their society has decreased—some 37 percent of 
Filipino respondents.

However, the same survey reveals that a little more than 6 out of 10 Filipinos believe 
that the level of corruption has either stayed the same or actually increased. While current anti­
corruption initiatives have already made headway, much more remains to be done.

But hope resides in everyday citizens. The survey also pinpoints that 3 out of 4 Filipino 
respondents believed that ordinary people could make a difference in the fight against 
corruption, with 84 percent expressing their willingness to engage in any anti-corruption activity.

Government must leverage this civic spirit, especialiy toward realizing Section 11, Article 
1 of the Philippine Constitution, stating that public office is a public trust. It carries the obligation 
to craft and implement a framework that enables, even incentivizes, citizens to contribute in 
exposing any government misconduct.

The proposed measure institutionalizes such a framework by defining the security, 
protection and benefits afforded to whistleblowers.

By enabling citizens to speak up about any wrongdoing in the government, this measure 
adds to other mechanisms already in place that help restore credibility, integrity and 
accountability in public service.
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