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AN ACT
REDEFINING THE CRIME OF ILLEGAL RECRUITMENT COMMITTED 

BY A SYNDICATE, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE ARTICLE 38 OF 
PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 442, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 

“LABOR CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES,” AS AMENDED AND SECTION 6 
OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8042, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “MIGRANT 

WORKERS AND OVERSEAS FILIPINOS ACT OF 1995,” AS AMENDED

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Illegal recruitment is a menace to the society. It is one of the most detestable 
crimes a Filipino can commit to another Filipino, a crime that has brought about 
sufferings to thousands of poor and innocent victims and their families. Their 
victims, who dreamed of landing high paying jobs abroad, instead find themselves 
financially and emotionally distressed. Worse, some of them landed in jails as a 
consequence.

Illegal recruitment is generally perpetrated by a syndicate, a term defined in 
our jurisdiction as a group of three or more persons formed with the intention of 
carrying out any or illegal transaction, enterprise or scheme. Over the years, 
collective efforts against illegal recruitment has been one of the major activities of 
several government offices, particularly the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE), the Philippine Overseas and Employment Administration (POEA), the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) and the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI), 
and the Non-Government Organizations (NGO). They work hand in hand to 
eradicate illegal recruitment activities. For its part. Congress enacted Republic Act 
No. 8042 which broadened the concept of illegal recruitment under the Labor Code 
and provided stiffer penalties, especially for those that constitute economic sabotage, 
i.e.. Illegal Recruitment in Large Scale and Illegal Recruitment Committed by a 
Syndicate. Thus, at present, the crime of illegal recruitment is deemed committed by 
a syndicate, both under Art. 38 of PD 442 or the “Labor Code of the Philippines” and 
RA 8042 or the “Migrant Workers and Overseas Filipinos Act of 1995,” if carried out 
by a group of three (3) or more persons conspiring or confederating with one 
another.












