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Introduced by Senator Francis N. Pangilinan

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A COMPREHENSIVE NURSING LAW TOWARDS 
QUALITY HEALTH CARE SYSTEM, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimated around 22,000 health 
professionals leave the Philippines annually to work abroad. It also confirmed the 
Philippines as the world’s largest exporter of nurses. As stated in an article published in 
the “International Nursing Review”, eighty five percent (85%) of Filipino nurses work 
overseas due to unemployment, low salaries, unjust working conditions, and increasing 
cost of basic commodities and services. As health professionals leave the country, the 
Philippine health system suffers. Hence, of the seventy percent (70%) of Filipinos living 
in rural areas, only ten percent (10%) benefit from the services of medical professionals.

To address this concern, this bill proposes to put in place mechanisms towards 
relevant nursing practices, just and humane working conditions, and the promotion of 
professional growth of nurses to enhance their general welfare and commitment to 
service. It further provides that the entry level of nurses working in governmental health 
institutions shall not be lower than Salary Grade 15 (SG-15). Ultimately, the goal of this 
measure is to improve the plight of the nursing profession and to promote quality health 
care for all Filipinos.

The approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

FRANC NGILINAN
















































