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AN ACT

DECLARING FILIPINO SIGN LANGUAGE AS THE NATIONAL SIGN LANGUAGE OF THE 

FILIPINO DEAF AND THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF GOVERNMENT IN ALL TRANSACTIONS 

INVOLVING THE DEAF, AND MANDATING ITS USE IN SCHOOLS, BROADCAST MEDIA, AND

WORKPLACES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Have you ever had a dream where you were screaming for help and nobody could 
hear you?

For the over half a million members1 of the Filipino deaf community, this nightmare 
is their daily reality. Many deaf individuals are largely isolated from society, with very limited 
access to public information, and few communication channels where they are wholly 
understood.

To this day, much of Philippine society remains to have little knowledge and 
understanding of the needs of the deaf community. Many teachers and interpreters have 
been well-trained in Filipino Sign Language and have excellent signing skills, being able to 
express ideas to deaf persons. On the other hand, FSL interpreters’ receptive skills are less 
developed, leaving the deaf community unable to be fully understood (National Sign 
Language Committee Report, 2004).

To build a safer and more inclusive society for the Filipino deaf community, 
government, civil society, academe, and the private sector must work together to give deaf 
individuals access to communication, information, and tools that are necessary to lead 
productive lives. Thus, this representation appeals for the urgent passage of the Filipino Sign

1 Based on 2009 estimated by the National Statistical Office (NSO), sourced from a presentation by 
the Gualandi Volunteer Service Programme, Inc., February 2014.














