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SENATE
S.B. No. 967

____________ Introduced by; Senator Paolo Benigno "Bam " A. Aquino IV____________

AN ACT REQUIRING THE USE OF FILIPINO SIGN LANGUAGE INSETS FOR LOCAL 
NEWS PROGRAMS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 22 OF REPUBLIC ACT 

NO. 7277, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "M AGNA CARTA FOR 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (PWD)"

Explanatory Note

The May 2016 elections brought out a record number of about 40 million 
voters with an 81.62% voter turnout. It was also the first time in decades that a 
presidential debate was organized as Filipinos stayed glued to their TV screens and 
openly debated national issues in the streets and online.

There is momentum behind keeping abreast of current affairs and continue 
discussions on concerns that plague society. In these discussions, it is critical that we 
hear voices from all sectors, including our Persons with Disabilities (PWDs).

As such, we must ensure that they have access to as many mediums as 
possible, from print and online to television and broadcast media.

This measure asserts that all free-to-air television stations should provide 
Filipino Sign Language (FSL) insets, closed caption, or subtitles to newscasts and 
special programs covering events of national significance.

Free-to-air television is also encouraged to provide FSL insets to programs with 
cultural and livelihood themes.

Let us build an inclusive society where everyone is empowered by information 
and emboldened to take part in a national conversation.

In view of the foregoing, the approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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