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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Filipinos who worked abroad at anytime during the period April 1 to 
September 30, 2015 was estimated at 2.4 million based on the 2015 Survey 
on Overseas Filipinos. Everyday, 6,092 workers leave the country for 
overseas work according to the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE).

While many Filipinos continue to take their talents to overseas jobs, 
others are being forcibly repatriated because of economic instabilities, civil 
unrests, and natural calamities in migrant-receiving countries. Undocumented 
Filipino workers were also deported particularly from Japan, United Sates, 
Canada, and Europe.

Unfortunately, there are many OFWs who continue to fall victims to 
human trafficking, illegal recruitment, and abusive employers. In 2013 alone, 
there were 1,135 victims of human trafficking according to government data. 
On the other hand, the Philippine Overseas Employment Administration 
(POEA) handled an average of 1,600 illegal recruitment cases from 2007 to 
2011, while the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) handled 
more than 50,000 cases on-site annually from 2009 to 2013.
























