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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A FREE MEDICINE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

FOR THE POOR AND PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Poor Filipinos still face the problem of limited access to essential medicines. As 
observed by the World Health Organization (WHO), the major causes of deaths in low-income 
countries can be treated effectively with simple essential medicines. The government must offer 
direct assistance to beneficiaries that do not have access to proper health care.

According to a 2009 WHO survey, medicines in the Philippines are more expensive 
compared to other Asian countries. There is still insufficient access to low cost, safe, and quality 
essential medicines among low-income families. This bill seeks to answer the problem of not 
being able to access affordable medicine.

Section 15, Article II of the Constitution mandates that the State shall protect and 
promote the right of the people to health. The government must have a comprehensive and 
integrated approach to health development with the end view of making essential health 
services available to all the people at affordable cost, giving priority to the needs of the 
underprivileged Filipinos.

Therefore, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

SONNY ANGARA






