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AN ACT
INSTITUTIONALIZING THE POVERTY REDUCTION THROUGH SOCIAL 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP (PRESENT) PROGRAM AND PROMOTING SOCIAL ENTERPRISES 
WITH THE POOR AS PRIMARY STAKEHOLDERS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In the first three months of 2015, 26.3 percent of Filipinos were found to be living below 
the poverty line. According to the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), this translates to about 
26.48 million Filipinos, based on the Philippine population in 2015 of 100.7 million.1

In 2012, national poverty incidence stood at 27.9 percent of the population. In 2009, it 
was at 28.6 percent, practically unchanged from the 2006 level of 28.8 percent. The 2015 
survey also found that 12.1 percent of the population—roughly 12.18 million Filipinos—are living 
in subsistence or extreme poverty.

Clearly, there is a need to enhance government strategy in helping our countrymen rise 
from proverty. This bill aims to involve various sectors of the society in the fight against poverty, 
and recognizes social enterprises as key players in poverty reduction. A Social Enterprise, as 
defined in the proposed bill, refers to a social mission-driven organization that conducts 
economic activities directly related to improving the well-being of the poor and marginalized 
sectors. It explicitly declares and pursues poverty reduction as its principal objective.

Moreover, the bill aims to promote people's participation and empowerment: establish 
sustainable programs that reduce inequality in incomes and increase self-reliance among the 
poor; and develop effective mechanisms for the provision of quality and accessible social 
services to the poor, among others.

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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