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AN ACT
PRESCRIBING THE MECHANISM TO FACILITATE THE DISPOSITION OF IDLE 

GOVERNMENT-OWNED LANDS FOR SOCIALIZED HOUSING

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The magnitude of current housing need, defined as the housing backlog plus new 
households, is is estimated to reach about 5.8 million housing units in 2016. In Metro Manila 
alone, the total backlog has been projected to reach 496,928 housing units.1 Given these 
statistics, the National Urban Development and Housing Framework (NUDHF) 2009- 2016 
considers the housing problem in the country to be serious.

The prevailing housing problem is evident in the proliferation of slums and informal 
settlements in the urban areas. Recent estimates show that more than a third of urban 
population are slum dwellers.

To address the housing needs, this bill seeks to identify and set aside inventoried idle 
government lands for socialized housing. The National Housing Authority (NHA), in coordination 
with the Land Management Bureau (LMB), is directed to identify idle lands owned by the 
national government or any of its subdivisions, instrumentalities or agencies, which have not 
been used for the purpose for which they have been reserved for the past ten (10) years, to be 
set aside for socialized housing. Moreover, at least 10 percent of government-owned land not 
set aside for socialized housing shall be sold, alienated, and encumbered for development 
purposes.

The population of the Philippines as of August 1, 2015 has grown to 100,981,437, based 
on the 2015 Census of Population (POPCEN 2015).2 It is continuously growing and along with 
this growth is the increase in the demand for housing. Thus, it is imperative that the government 
maximizes the use of available resources to address this need, especially of the poor and 
marginalized.

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

SONNY ANGARA

1 http://www.neda.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/CHAPTER-5.pdf\
2 https://psa.gov.ph/content/highlights-philippine-population-2015-census-population
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