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P. S. RES. NO.

Introduced by SEN A TO R  LEILA  M . D E U M A

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING H IE  SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE AND HUMAN 

RIGHTS TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, INTO 
THE CURREN’r  STATE OF JAILS AND PENITENTIARIES ALL OVER THE 

COUNTRY, W ITH THE END VIEW OF INSTITUTING REMEDIAL 
LEGISLATIVE MEASURES THAT WOULD ENSURE THAT THE 

GOVERNMENT ACCOMPLISHES THE GOALS OF THE PENAL AND 
DETENTION SYSTEMS, INCLUDING THE PROTECTION OF THE 
RIGHTS AND WELFARE OF PERSONS DEPRIVED OF LIBERTY

Whereas, Article III, Section 19, paragraph 2 of the 1987 Constitution 
provides “The employment of physical, psychological, or degrading punishment 
against any prisoner or detainee or the use of substandard or inadequate penal 
facilities under subhuman conditions shall be dealt with by law”;

Whereas, the inmates in many of the country’s jails and penitentiaries live 
miserable lives as the Government continuously and blatantly neglect and grievously 
abuse their being, as shown by their unspeakable, uncivilized, and inhumane 
condition;

Whereas, an article entitled “Imagine Dante’s Inferno: That’s It. Inside an 
Overcrowded Philippine Jail” written by Andrew Katz 
(.http://time.com/4438112/philippines-overcrowded-prison-manila-rodrigo- 
duterte/) presents a dreadful picture of hundreds of shirtless inmates densely 
cramped like sardines on the pound of an open basketball court taken inside a 
Quezon City jail. Such appalling image depicts the deplorable state of jails and 
penitentiaries in the country today where prisoners suffer more severe penalty of 
horrific and barbaric living condition than the actual penalty that is supposed to be 
meted out for the crimes they have committed;

Whereas, according to the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP), 
the main apncy that supervises city, district, municipal and provincial jails where 
detained prisoners, and convicted prisoners serving sentences of three years or less, 
as of September 2015, there are a total of 93,961 prisoners under its watch.This 
number actually represents 398% congestion rate in all the existing 461 jails in the
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