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Introdueed by SENATOR LACSON

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In 2007, this representation authored and Congress enacted Republic Act 
No. 9485 otherwise known as the “Anti-Red Tape Act” in response to the urgent 
need to establish an effective system that will eliminate bureaucratic red tape, 
avert graft and corrupt practices and improve the efficiency of delivering 
government frontline services.

It is significant to note that President Rodrigo R. Duterte has given utmost 
importance to the need to improve our efforts against red tape in his inauguration 
speech when he said, “7 direct all department secretaries and the heads of 
agencies to reduce requirements and the processing time of all applications, from 
the submission to the release. I order all department secretaries and heads of 
agencies to remove redundant requirements and compliance with one department 
or agency shall be accepted as sufficient for all. ”

As a response thereto, it is imperative to revisit and amend certain 
provisions of the Anti-Red Tape Act to further enhance the efficiency of our 
public servants through the reduction of the number of days by which government 
offices must act upon on the applications or requests submitted by the public. The 
law is further strengthened by also including original applications among those 
which shall be subject to automatic approval should the assigned officer or 
employee fail to act on it within the prescribed period.

It is for this purpose that the approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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