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AN ACT PROMOTING INTEGRATED URBAN AGRICULTURE AND VERTICAL 
FARMING TO ADDRESS FOOD SECURITY CONCERNS AND TO PROVIDE 

LIVELIHOOD OPPORTUNITIES, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

According to the United Nations (UN), “the world’s population is expected to increase 
to 9.1 billion by 2050” and around 70% of said population, as estimated by the UN 
Population Division, will be living in urban areas.

The UN Human Settlements Program estimated around “250 million hungry people 
in the world live in cities” and that “low income urban dwellers spend between 40% to 
60% of their income on food each year.”

“Hunger, poverty, and environmental degradation” were identified by the United 
Nations Development (UNDP) as “the problems that most urban areas in developing 
countries are facing.”

Feeding the world population means increasing food production by 70% which, 
according to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), can be done 
“through higher crop yields and an expansion of the area under cultivation.”

“Farming in the city” or urban agriculture is one solution suggested by the UNDP. 
Urban agriculture, as defined by the FAO, is “an industry that produces, processes and 
markets food and fuel, largely in response to the daily demand of consumers within a 
town, city or metropolis, on land and water dispersed throughout the urban and peri­
urban area, applying intensive production methods, using and reusing natural resources 
and urban waste to yield a diversity of crop and livestock.

Urban agriculture, as claimed by the UNDP, “has the potential of providing much 
higher nutritional improvement, hunger reduction, income generation, enterprise 
development, and environmental improvement to the city.”














