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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A SYSTEM OF REDISTRIBUTING AND RECYCLING 
FOOD WASTE TO PROMOTE FOOD SECURITY

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations reveals that 
about 1.3 billion tons of food is squandered every year worldwide, which is more than 
enough to feed the world. In the Philippines, the Food and Nutrition Research Institute 
estimates show that every Filipino on the average wastes 3.29 kilograms of rice per 
year.

This staggering food wastage exists at the same time as people around the world 
are suffering and dying from hunger. The World Food Programme estimates around 795 
million people worldwide do not have enough food on their tables. The Social Weather 
Stations (SWS) survey reveals that 11.7 % or an estimated 2.6 million Filipino families 
experienced involuntary hunger at least once in the fourth quarter of 2015.

According to a FAO Report cited by the United Nations Environmental Programme 
(UNEP), the global food wastage does not only cause major economic losses but also 
wreaks significant harm on the natural resources. FAO estimated food wastage’s 
carbon footprint at 3.3 billion tonnes of C02 equivalent of greenhouse gas (GHG) 
released into the atmosphere every year. It added further that since only a low 
percentage of food wastage is composted, most of said waste ends up in landfills which 
represent one of the largest sources of GHG emissions from the waste sector.

Food waste is, thus, an urgent issue that should be solved. France is the first country 
in the world that banned supermarkets from throwing away or destroying edible food 
waste and forced them instead to donate said food to charities and food banks. Italy 
has become the second European Union (EU) country after France to pass legislation 
to reduce the amount of food thrown away by enabling schools, supermarkets, and 
restaurants to donate clean surpluses and leftovers to those in need. A city in Belgium 
requires supermarkets to donate their surpluses to food banks. Japan has a Food 
Recycling Law which aims to reduce food waste and promote recycling of food waste 
into animal feeds and fertilizers.














