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In tro d u c e d  by  SEN. WIN GATCHALIAN

AN ACT

ALLOWING THE IMPOSITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY FOR HEINOUS CRIMES 

INVOLVING CHILD TRAFFICKING, EXPLOITATION, PROSTITUTION,

PORNOGRAPHY, AND RAPE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The debate on the  m erits of the  death  penalty  h a s  gone back  an d  forth  since the 

ratification of the  1987 C onstitu tion  effectively abrogated  law s th en  in  force an d  effect 

im posing the  death  penalty. However, Section 19(1) of Article 111 of the  1987 C onstitu tion  

expressly au thorizes C ongress to in s titu te  the  death  penalty  “for com pelling reaso n s 

involving heinous crim es. T hus, the  C onstitu tion  does n o t p rohib it the  d ea th  penalty  

p e r  se; it m erely provides for a  s tric t s tan d a rd  ag a in st w hich the  m erits  of any  law 

providing for the  death  penalty  shall be judged . In fact. C ongress once again  approved 

the  im position of the  death  penalty  in 1993 by pass in g  Republic Act No. 7659, only to 

reverse course an d  once again prohibit its  im position th rough  the  prom ulgation  of 
Republic Act No. 9346, th irteen  years  later.

In uphold ing  the  constitu tionality  of the  d eath  penalty  an d  the  right of C ongress 

to im pose it, the  Suprem e C ourt looked favourably upon  the  definition of h e inous crim es 
found in the  pream ble of RA No. 7659:


















