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AN ACT

TO PROVIDE GUIDELINES FOR THE INSTALLATION OF THE CLOSED CIRCUIT 

TELEVISION VIDEO (CCTV) AND THE PROCEDURE FO R ACCESS TO THE

IMAGES

EXPLANATORY NOTE I

The spate  of violent crim es to continue to proliferate n o t only in  the  densely 

populated  M etropolitan M anila a rea  b u t also occurs even in  rem ote ru ra l 

com m unities th ro u g h o u t the  country. A lthough the  Closed C ircuit Television Video 

(CCTV) h a s  been invented in  1942 to observe the  lau n ch  of the  G erm an V-2 rockets, 

it becam e only widely u sed  by New York City policem en in  1968 for crim e prevention. 

Nowadays, the  u se  of CCTV h a s  becom e increasingly real an d  norm al. An O rdinance 

by the  City Council of Quezon City h a s  rem arkably  been passed  to oblige ow ners of 

com m ercial estab lishm en ts  to insta ll CCTV cam eras to aid in  crim e prevention. 

Several law m akers have likewise filed sim ilar legislations, acknow ledging the  

usefu lness of the  CCTV an d  requiring  its  utilization by local b u s in esses  to deter 
crime.

However, its  unbrid led  u se  despite the  benefits it h a s  dem onstrated , h a s  

ra ised  serious an d  valid concerns on its  u n d u e  in tru sio n  to privacy. In the  w ords of 

an  Inform ation Com m issioner, we agree w ith h is  observation th a t “while the use of 
the CCTV continues to enjoy general public support, it necessarily involves intrusion
















