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AN ACT

PROVIDING FO R STIFFER  PENALTIES FO R WILFUL OR INDISCRIMINATE 

DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS, AMENDING FO R TH E PURPOSE ACT NO. 3 8 1 5 , 

AS AMENDED, OTHERW ISE KNOWN AS THE REVISED PENAL CODE

EXPLANATORY NOTE 1

Indiscrim inate d ischarge of firearm s h a s  becom e a  significant problem  in  

m any  , com m unities now th ro u g h o u t the  Philippines. It m ost u su ally  occurs during  

the  celebration of holidays or, any  revelry an d  som etim es in  th e  context of 

drinking. Public aw areness cam paigns have n o t helped  cu rb  th e  senseless 

d isplay of these  people who random ly fire th e ir w eapons even if they  prim arily  

believe th a t th e ir ac ts  are  h a rm less  an d  th ese  rhoo ting  sp rees do n o t 

in tentionally  in ju re  or kill people.

No one feels safe ctnymore, even in  th e  com fort nf their own hom es since 

stray  bu lle ts can  graze inside h ouses, an d  m aim  or kill .innocent by stan d ers . The 

harrow ing tragedy of it all are  the  senseless d ea th s  of (.hildren, a s  in  th e  recen t 

case of Lorena S an tos Cruz, th e  n ine-year-old girl reported  to have died from  a  

s tray  bu lle t n ea r Ipo D am  in  Norzagaray, B ulacan . R esidents live in  p e rpe tual 

fear. Anecdotal evidence from new s repo rts  s ta te  tlia t  ind iscrim inate  firing 

victim s from Dec. 16, 2015 - J a n u a iy  4, 2016 to ta l to 7 an d  stray  bu lle t inc iden ts 

for the  period Dec 16, 2015 - J a n u a ry  4, 2016 h a s  befalle n 54 victim s.










