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AN ACT
DEFINING AND PROHIBITING SENIOR CITIZEN ABUSE, PROVIDING PENALTIES 

THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Respect for our elders has been one of the hallmarks of Philippine culture and society. 
The Constitution has several provisions relating to the protection of the elders and quite 
emphatically, it makes it the duty of the family and the State to take care of the elderly members 
of society.

This notwithstanding and despite our strong tradition of filial piety, senior citizen abuse is 
not unheard of in modern Filipino culture. A rise in the incidents of senior citizen abuse has been 
seen as of late. In 2014, it was reported that the Philippines has a population of people aged 60 
and over of 7 million and it is projected to grow to 19.6 million by 2040. As the population of the 
senior citizens increase, it is also expected that the incidence of abuse will also increase.

This bill seeks to provide proper and adequate protection for the welfare of our senior 
citizens. It aims to strengthen and reinforce the fact that senior citizen abuse is not a private 
matter but a public and serious one which should be the concern of the entire society. By clearly 
defining what constitutes senior citizen abuse and providing well-defined penalties therefor, this 
bill hopes to deter the abusers from committing any form of abuse against our senior citizens. 
This bill also aims to provide institutional support to victims of senior citizen abuse with the hope 
that a more participative involvement of the society will afford our senior citizens more protection.

In view of the foregoing, the approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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