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AN ACT
STRENGTHENING THE PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION OF 

VOTERS DURING BARANGAY ELECTIONS, AMENDING FOR THE 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8189, ALSO KNOWN AS THE 

“VOTER’S REGISTRATION ACT OF 1996”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article V, Section 1 o f the 1987 Constitution provides that “suffrage m ay be 
exercised by a ll citizens o f the Philippines not otherwise disqualified by law, who are 
a t least eighteen years o f age, and who shall have resided in the Philippines for at 
least one year and in the place wherein they propose to vote for a t least six months 
immediately preceding the election.”

This provision was patterned after the provision of the 1973 Constitution. The 
deliberations of the 1971 Constitutional Convention reveal that the residence 
requirements o f at least one (1) year In the Philippines and at least six (6) months in 
the place where the voter proposed to vote must be followed strictly.

During barangay elections, vote buying is still a rampant practice. One way o f 
doing vote-buying is inducing voters who registered and voted in a particular city or 
municipality during national or local elections to register anew in another city or 
municipality so they can participate in the next barangay elections. Unless, the 
barangay elections will take place at the same time with the national or local 
elections, the widespread problem o f vote-buying during barangay elections in the 
form o f inducing voters to register again in another city or municipality will continue 
even if they have not complied with the 6-month residency requirement. If this 
problem is not addressed, the sanctity o f the ballots cast during barangay elections 
will always be questionable.










