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S. B. No. 1014

Introduced by Senator JOEL VILLANUEVA

AN ACT PROMOTING AND ENFORCING THE RIGHT OF THE 
PEOPLE TO INFORMATION ON MATTERS OF PUBLIC CONCERN,

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The right of the people to information held by the government is an 
indispensable element o f a functioning representative democracy. The ideal 
government by the people” presupposes that the people have access to information 

held by the government in order to effectively exercise its governing power. As 
observed by the Philippine Supreme court in one case, “There can be no realistic 
perception by the public o f the nation’s problems, nor a meaningful democratic 
decision-making if they are denied access to information o f general interest.” The 
free flow o f information about the affairs o f government paves the way for debates in 
public policy, and fosters accountability in government.

A  free flow of information on matters of public information results in better 
government policies. It provides institutional foundation for a more responsive 
government planning by enhancing the capacity o f the public to provide timely 
feedback to government. The availability o f information held by the government 
widens the base for the generation to more knowledge about key development 
issues, not only by researchers and academic institutions, but also by the public at 
large. It promotes constructive and informed debate between and among 
government and stakeholders, and builds consensus around policy objectives and 
over-all framework. All these promote more informed government interventions 
supported by a solid and broad-based constituency.






































