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Explanatory Note

Article XIV, Section 1 of the 1987 Constitution provides that “The State shall protect 

and promote the right of all citizens to quality education at all levels, and shall take appropriate 

steps to make such education accessible to all.” Much progress has been done to implement 

this constitutional imperative. As of 2014, 92.57% of school-aged children are in elementary 

school, with an 82.66% completion rate.1 Enrolment and completion rates have reached 

83.77% and 76.88% in 2014, in the same period.2

These outputs show that we are only a few steps away from providing universal basic 

education to all Filipinos. Obviously, 100% enrolment, 100% completion and 100% basic 

literacy are the standards we should strive for. To achieve this, we should not only invest in 

improving our formal education system but also strengthen interventions for those who fall 

between the cracks- the out-of-school youths and adults who neither underwent nor completed 

basic education.

As a first step, the Department of Education created the “Abot Alam” program. 

According to DepEd, Abot-Alam is a convergence program that is being undertaken by a

1 E d uca tio n  N a tio n . "T h e  S ta te  o f  P h iiip p in e  E d u c a tio n "

2 Ibid.














