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Introduced by Senator Poe

AN ACT

INSTITUTING A NATIONAL COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK ON RESILIENT 

HOUSING AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

The right to adequate housing is an essential human right. Article 1, Paragraph 1 of the 

Intemational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights includes housing in the 
components of the right to an adequate standard of living:

“Tlie States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to 

an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate 

food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living 

conditions.”

The constant barrage of typhoons which enter the Philippines annually is a major challenge to 

the right to adequate housing. Eight to nine typhoons strike the country every year, costing 

billions in tenns of destroyed property and foregone productivity, hi 2013, Typhoon Haiyan 

(locally known as “Yolanda”) cost approximately $15 billion.

The case of Yolanda is instructive, as it shows the government’s inability to guarantee the 

right to adequate housing immediately after a typhoon, hi an inquiry in aid of legislation on 

the matter, the Senate Committee on Public Works in the lb11’ Congress found that
























