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AN ACT REGULATING THE SALE OF TOLUENE-BASED
PRODUCTS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill proposes the regulation of the sale of Toluene-based products which 
pose a threat of addiction among the youth and less marginalized groups across the 
country. The bill seeks to protect in particular the welfare of children and adolescents 
-  the future of our nation -  whose demographics are reported to be the common 
abusers of products, which contain the chemical Toluene.

Toluene is an aromatic and addictive chemical that has been known to induce 
‘high’ sensation, as well as being able to temporarily abate feelings of hunger. Yet it 
also has harmful side effects. It causes rapid damage to brain cells, induces 
headaches, shaking, a loss o f senses and clinical depression.

The U.S. National Toxicology Program has also found that Toluene can cause 
cancerous tumours in the liver and ovaries. As a result, it has been listed in Table II 
o f the 1988 U.N. Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances. Toluene is banned in glue and spray paint at concentrations above 0.1 
% in products for the general public according to 1976 Directive 76/769/EEC.

Drug abusers who are unable to afford the higher-class drugs such as 
Marijuana, Cocaine and Shabu have tended to substitute their vices for the more 
affordable Toluene-based products. Such products include household lubricants, 
adhesives, solvents and spray paints. The fact that these products sell at retail prices 
and are easily available from local stores has caused it to become a popular and 
mainstream drug widely abused by those in poorer communities.










