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Introduced by SENATOR LEILA M. DE LIMA

AN ACT GRANTING FREE TERTIARY AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION, AND 
OTHER RELATED COURSES TO ALL DEPENDENT CHILDREN OF 

REGISTERED INDIGENT FARMERS IN  THE COUNTRY, AND FO R OTHER
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippines is primarily an agricultural countiy. It still remains the major 
source of food security for our people, with the vast fertile land of the country producing 
various agricultural products.

According to the official data released by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), 
“In 2014, the country's Gross National Income (GNI) grew by 5,78 percent. Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) registered a 6.13 percent increment. Gross Value Added (GVA) 
in agriculture and fishing went up by 1.60 percent. This sector accounted for 10 percent 
of the GDP.”

Even in terms of employment, labor in the agriculture sector dominates the scene.

“Excluding Western Visayas, labor force in 2014 totaled 40.05 million 
persons. Employment rate was 93 percent. About 11.21 million persons were 
employed in the agriculture sector and this comprised 30 percent of the national 
employment. In the first half of 2014, the daily nominal wage rates received by 
palay and corn farmers were P287. 52 and P230.36, respectively.” (Selected 
Statistics on Agriculture 2015, Philippine Statistics Office, Quezon City, June 
2015).

Despite this encouraging scenario, however, the agricultural sector has greatly 
suffered a major setback in the recent years caused by environmental damage, the 
rampant conversion of agricultural land into golf courses, residential subdivisions, and 
industrial parks or resorts, lack of efficient irrigation system, to name a few.










