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EXPLANATORY NOTE

In today's increasingly wired and interconnected society, Internet connectivity has 
become more than just a luxury, and certainly more than just a tool for the educated and 
the elite. It is essential in the provision of basic government and private sector services, in 
sharing educational material information to our students, in the conduct of everyday 
business, and even in gathering real-time, life-saving information.

For instance, we saw during the onslaught of typhoons Ondoy and Pepeng in 2009, 
Sendong in 2011, Pablo in 2012, and Yolanda in 2013, how the Philippine online community 
worked together from behind computers and mobile phones to send crucial information 
about flooded areas, missing persons, areas in need of immediate rescue and relief, 
fundraising efforts, and many others. In an age of climate change and harsher weather 
conditions, being connected and "in the know" could spell the difference between life and 
death.

Internet-enabled platforms and services have likewise given birth to new industries, 
which in turn have opened up hundreds of thousands of jobs for ordinary Filipinos. The 
Business Process Outsourcing (SPO) and Knowledge Process Outsourcing (KPO) industries, 
for example, would not be able to survive without the infrastructure for secure Internet 
connectivity. Likewise, a growing number of freelancers, start-up entrepreneurs, online 
marketers, and the like have been able to find gainful employment and livelihood thanks to 
Internet technology. Even loan services and fundraising efforts have been powered by the 
Internet, making it more accessible for groups with great ideas to get the funding support 
that they need.

Beyond these, the Internet and social media have become integral to ensuring 
transparency, accountability, and good governance not only in the Philippines but also in 
many corners of the world. For many, the Internet represents a lifeline to citizen watchdog 
groups and media organizations that shine the light on truth where it is most needed.
























































































































































