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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JUAN MIGUEL F. ZU B IR I

AN ACT RESETTING THE BARANGAY AND SANGGUNIANG KABATAAN 
ELECTIONS AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9164, 
AS AMENDED BY REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9340  AND REPUBLIC ACT NO. 

10656, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

I t  is a constitutionally declared policy o f the State to ensure the autonomy 
of local governments. Our Constitution likewise mandates the enactment through 
Congress of laws to provide for "a more responsive and accountable local 
government structure."

In pursuit o f this mandate, the Local Government Code of 1991 was 
enacted, which defines the role o f the barangay as the basic political unit, which 
"serves as the primary planning and implementing unit o f government policies." 
As the most fundamental political subdivision o f our government, there is a real 
need to revisit our current laws and strengthen the barangay, in order to enable 
it to effectively and efficiently perform its functions as the most basic 
government entity accessible to the Filipino people.

To address this real need. Congress must thoroughly review the Local 
Government Code and evaluate the proper amendments that may be made in 
order to improve barangay governance. As such, this bill proposes the 
postponement o f the October 2016 Barangay and Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) 
elections to October 2018, in order to give the legislature sufficient time to study, 
strengthen, and amend the pertinent provisions o f the Local Government Code.

As such, the passage of this measure is earnestly sought.
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