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AN ACT
PROHIBITING THE SALE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS AND 

MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF OBJECTS IN THE FORM OF 
CIGARETTES, CIGARS, TOBACCO AND SIMILAR TOBACCO 

PRODUCTS TO MINORS AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In 2007 Global Youth Tobacco Survey of the World Health Organization shows 
the rising prevalence of smoking among the youths in the Philippines, thus an almost 
forty percent (40%) increase in prevalence of smoking among school children thirteen 
(13) to fifteen (15) years old within the span of four (4) years. Numerous scientific 
findings have established that the many ill-effects of smoking such as lung ailments 
and similar diseases, and that children exposed to second hand smoke [SHS] are 
shown to increase their risks of contracting lung cancer and coronary heart disease. 
The Philippines 2011 Global Youth Tobacco Survey found that more than two in five 
13-15 year olds are exposed to SHS at home and nearly three in five are exposed to 
SHS outside the home. According to The Tobacco Atlas, SHS increases the risks of 
contracting lung cancer by 30 percent (small cell lung cancer by 300 percent) and 
coronary heart disease by 25 percent. Exposure to SHS killed more than 600,000 
non-smokers globally in 2010. The causes of death include chemic heart disease, 
lower respiratory infections, asthma, and lung cancers. The Philippine Cancer Society 
estimates that around 3,000 non-smoking adult Filipinos die of lung cancer as a result 
of breathing SHS each year. [World Lung Foundation, Anti-Tobacco Campaign, 2015]

The 1987 Constitution mandates the State to defend “[t]he right of children to 
assistance, including proper care and nutrition, and special protection from all forms 
of neglect, abuse, cruelty, exploitation, and other conditions prejudicial to their 
development” [Art. XV, Sec. 3,1987 Constitution).

In this light, in 2003, Republic Act No. 9211, otherwise known as Tobacco 
Regulation Act of 2003 was enacted, providing regulation on tobacco control and










