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SENATE BILL NO.
K I •Y

INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO

AN ACT
RATIONALIZING THE CHANGE OF STATUS OF A MEMBER OF 

THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE SYSTEM FROM 
ACTIVE TO SPECIAL, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE 

SECTIONS 2 & 55 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8291, OTHERWISE 
KNOWN AS THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE 

SYSTEM ACT OF 1997, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This measure aims to eliminate any attempt to reduce, diminish, 
and/ or lessen, if not to destroy, the retirement benefits due to the 
special member under the law, considering that "Ours is a Government 
of laws and not of men". Hence, it will uphold and give full meaning to 
the oft-repeated declarations and pronouncements of the Supreme 
Court in a long-line of decisions and resolutions that retirement laws 
are literally interpreted in favor of the retiree. As a matter of fact, in the 
recent case of Government Scivice Insurance Si/stew vs. Fenumdo P. De
~ n' G R - ^86560. 17 November 2010. the Supreme Court, once 
again, aptly held that:

"The inflexible rule in our jimsiUclion is that social legislation must be 
hberalli/ construed in favour of the beneficiaries. Retirement laws, in 
particular, qreUberalhi construed in favour of the retiree1 s sustenance 
UIltL hopefully, even comfort when he no louver has the cattwabilitu to
earn a livelihood. The liberal ayproach aims to achieve the 
lunnanitariau purposes of the law in order that efficiency, security and 
well-being of the Government emylouees man be enhanced. Indeed. 
Kfirement laws are liberalh/ construed and administered in favour of 
the,persons intended to be benefited, and all doubts are re<̂ ih,e,J 
favour of tfie retiree to achieve their humanitarian purjiosef  ̂ " 
jU nderscorim  supplied)










