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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO

AN ACT
TO STRENGTHEN AND REORIENT THE MANDATE OF THE 

NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY IN ORDER TO ENSURE FOOD 
SUFFICIENCY, FOR THAT PURPOSE RATIONALIZING ITS 

FUNCTIONS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

rho National Food Authority (NFA) exercises both regulatory 
and proprietary functions over the grain sector, setting import 
quantities and at the same time serving as the sole importer of the 
authorized volume of imports. Unfortunately, such interventions in the 
market over the years has created severe distortions in tlie rice market, 
contributing, among others, to the poor productivity of the rice sector 
over the yeans, the rice supply gap, and the increasing cost of 
government actions to fill such gaps and artificially stabilize rice prices 
and supply.

This proposed measure seeks to streamline government 
intervention in the rice sector by removing the rice importation 
function from the NFA and allowing the participation of the private 
sector in rice importation. Allowing market forces to work in the 
importation, stockpiling and marketing of rice will allow for scarce 
government resources to be re-allocated away from costly price 
stabilization functions to more productive investment in rice research 
and development, extension services and irrigation.

This bill proposes the transformation of NFA from a grain 
marketing monopoly to a public regulatory agency focused primarily 
on maintaining the buffer st(x:k requirement of the country at both 
national and local levels which will allow the country to guard against 
price volatility due to natural calamities or emergencies. Along with












