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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A CRISIS CENTER FOR STREET CHILDREN IN EVERY 
REGION OF THE PHILIPPINES, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This measure seeks to provide establishment of centers for street 
children in every region in the country.

Increasing poverty in the country's urban centers such as Metro 
Manila, Cebu and Davao is causing a corresponding rise in the number of 
street children. This observation is borne out by reports of the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development in every budget hearings about the status of 
street children in the country. A study of the DSWD lists four factors 
responsible for the street children phenomenon, to wit: poverty and 
underemployment of the country; rapid urbanization; inequitable distribution 
of the national wealth; and an ailing national economy.

The Department of Social Welfare and Development extends assistance 
to these children through its "Lingap" Centers which implement a program 
aimed at developing the children's potentials and reviving their hope for a 
better future. But the assistance is not enough, for the government can only do 
so much. In this regard, remedial measures must be restored to and 
legislation can help in that respect. However, whatever measure may be 
taken, it must be done now for the youth of today who will be the parents and 
leaders of tomorrow and who, in turn, will inculcate in their young, their own 
values, which may be different from wliat we want.










