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AN ACT
REQUIRING THE TEACHING OF HUMAN RIGHTS AS MANDATORY IN 

ALL PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Global trend suggests that the people regardless of nationality or ethnic origin 

should be aware of the basic human rights of each individual ranging from the right 

to life, liberty, food, shelter, education, and among others. In fact, international 

treatises, covenants, agreements, laws were crafted, passed and signed by different 

States just to make sure that the basic precepts of these international laws and 

agreement will be observed and enforced by the concurring States.

In the Philippines, albeit the fact that our government has been a signatory to a 

number of these covenants and treatises, we still have problems in terms of 

observance and enforcement as human rights abuses still rampant throughout the 

country. Many of our countrymen are passive to report human rights abuses because 
of fear, ignorance and lack of support from the government.

No less than the 1987 Philippine Constitution under Article XIII, Section 18 (5) and 
(6), succinctly provides, that:

"(5) Establish a continuing program of research, education, and information to enhance 
respect for the primacy of human rights."

”(6) Recommend to Congress effective measures to promote human rights








