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Introduced by SENATOR JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO

AN ACT REGULATING HARBOR PILOTAGE SERVICES AND THE 
CONDUCT OF HARBOR PILOTS IN ALL PORTS IN THE PHILIPPINES, 
REORGANIZING PORT AUTHORITIES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Pilotage service is one of the most important complementary services to 
vessels in port. Regulating harbor pilotage services and the conduct of harbor pilots 
will ensure not only the proper landing and setting of vessels but also the safe 
embarkation and disembarkation of both passengers and cargoes. It is about time 
that our antiquated laws in marine transportation be updated so as to fit the present 
conditions of tire industry. Harbor pilots have long been fbctures in our ports. 
Without them, the safety of our ports, vessels, cargoes and the lives of millions of 
commuters depending on marine transportation may be placed in peril.

Under the proposed measure, all harbor pilots must get an accreditation from 
the Pilotage Committee before they can practice the profession. The pilotage 
committee shall accredit only a limited number of harbor pilots per district or port 
for efficiency purposes.

This proposed measure provides for the regulation and supervision of harbor 
pilotage services and the conduct of harbor pilots in the country. Correspondingly, it 
seeks to repeal Executive Order 1088 of 1986 otherwise known as "An Act Providing 
for Uniform and Modified Rates for Pilotage Services Rendered to Foreign and 
Coastwise Vessels in all Private or Public Philippine Ports."

Once approved, this bill would certainly provide effective and efficient 
delivery of pilotage services to aU ports in the coimtry. Hence, passage of this 
measure is urgently requested.

JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO


























