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AN ACT
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OFFENDERS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Because of the failure to report actual crimes as well as other important 
incidents that may otherwise lead to the successful apprehension and prosecution of 
criminals to the proper authorities many crimes remains unpunished.

This bill proposes to amend Presidential Decree No. 1829, Penalizing 
Obstruction of Apprehension and Prosecution of Criminal Offenders, to elicit a 
positive duty from every individual to actively participate in promoting peace and 
order by including the following acts as obstruction of justice:

1. Failing to report stolen or lost firearms to the proper authorities;
2. Failing to report carnapped motor vehicles or lost munber plates of 

motor vehicles to the proper authorities;
3. Having knowledge of or witnessed a crime, concealing and not making 

known such crime to the proper authorities; and
4. Failing to give needed testimony in court on a crime.

To obstruct justice is to deny justice and commit a crime against the law. For 
this and the foregoing reasons, the passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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