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Introduced by SENATOR JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO

AN ACT
DECLARING THE PROVINCE OF BILIRAN A MINING-FREE ZONE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Philippine Constitution, Article II, Section 16 provides:

"The State shall protect and advance the right of the people to a balanced and 

healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of nature."

With a total land area of 53,601 hectares (132,450 acres), Biliran is 

considered as the fourth smallest province in the Philippines. The province is 

composed of two major volcanic islands. BiUran's topography is enough 

evidence that mining will be destructive to the province.

According to Greenpeace International, mining impacts includes 

destruction of landscapes, forests and wildlife habitats at the site of the mine 

when trees, plants and topsoil are cleared from the mining area. This in turn 

leads to soil erosion and destruction of agricultural land. Sediments pollute 

waterways, which can cause disfiguration of river channels and streams 

which leads to flooding. There is also an increased risk of chemical 

contamination of groimd water. Furthermore, mining produces greenhouse 

gas emissions.








