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Introduced by Senator Poe

AN ACT
STRENGTHENING THE DRUG REHABILITATION PROGRAMS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT, AMENDING FOR THIS PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9165 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “COMPREHENSIVE DANGEROUS DRUGS ACT 
OF 2002”, AS AMENDED, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEROF, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES.

Explanatory Note

As of 9 August 2016, around 600,000 drug suspects have surrendered to the police as 

a result of the administration’s zero-tolerance policy on illegal drugs.1 The huge volume of 

drug users who have surrendered, however, have exposed our lack of drug rehabilitation 

centers. To quote a recent Manila Bulletin report, “As the number of drug dependents 

surrendering to authorities continues to spike, the government is now faced with the problem 

of where to place them as the number of existing rehabilitation centers carmot accommodate 
them all at the same time.”2

The shortage of drug rehabilitation centers is a major problem that merits immediate 

action. Approaching the illegal drug problem purely through the lens of criminal law and 

prosecution is not effective. Our criminal and justice systems are reformative in nature. Thus, 

the construction of additional rehabilitation centers is necessary to ensure that those who have 

surrendered will not go back to drug use and dependence. We should not only destroy shabu 

laboratories but also reduce the demand for shabu through holistic measures.

1 Geronimo, J.Y. “Rehab centers shortage: 100 years to treat drug surrenderees” Rappler (08/09/16). 
Retrieved from http://www.rappler.com/nation/142511-recto-drug-rehabilitation-shortage

2 Terrazola, V.E. “More rehab centers needed as drug addicts surrender by the dozen every day” 
Manila Bulletin (07/08/16). Retrieved from http://www.mb.com,ph/more-rehah-center.s-neeHp.H-aci-Hnio-aHHirtQ- 
surrender-bv-the-dozen-everv-dav/
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