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RESOl.l r iON
DIREC riNG H IE  PROPER SENA I E COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, 

IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE ALLEGED NEED TO SUPPORT THE 
LIFTING OF QUANTITATIVE IMPORT RESTRICHONS ON RICE TO BET PER 
ATTAIN NAHONAL FOOD SECURH Y AND TO REVIEW FOR THIS PURPOSE 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8178, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE AGRICULTURAL
TARIFFICATION ACT OF 1996

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 8178, otherwise known as the Agricultural 
Tariffication Act of 1996, as amended, replaced quantitative import restrictions on 
agricultural products except rice, with tariffs;

WHEREAS, quantitative restrictions (QR) on rice means a 35 percent duty is 
imposed on imported rice under a minimum access volume (MAV) of 805,200 metric tons 
(MT), while a higher tarifT of 50 percent is imposed on imported rice outside of the MAV 
limit;

WHEREAS, it was reported that in 2014, the Philippines requested the World Trade 
Organization to c.xtend the use of QR on rice until 2017;'

WHEREAS, fomier socio-economic planning secretary and National Economic and 
Development Authority director general Arsenio Balisacan, however, has been pushing for 
the lifting of the QR on rice to bring down the price of rice in the market;

WHEREAS, Secretary Balisacan attributed the cause of rising poverty rate in 2014 
not to falling incomes, but to higher rice prices; according to him rice can comprise as much 
as 25 percent of the family budget of poor families;2

1 See Lawrence Ageoaili, Philippines lifts curbs on rice imports, 3 September 2016, 
lll.lrj'AvvLxLl1l| | lsi;n ciiiii/l>ii-'iiH.'.s-';2n I (..'ni>/()',/|(qi)7x7/pliili|iiniK~s-liris-ciirbs-i ice-ini|H>rls (accessed on 7 
September 2016).
2 I labito, supra note 2.



WliLRLAS, expert economists have reported tliat the reason why rice in the 
Philippines is so expensive -  more expensive than our Southeast Asian neighbors -  is 
because of the quota system; they also claimed that removing the QR on rice will help lower 
the price of the single biggest item in the budget of the average poor Filipino family;1

WHEREAS, because the current system of QR artificially keeps the price of rice 
high, all in the name of trying to achieve 100 percent rice self-sufficiency at all cost, 
removing the quota will immediately lift many of our poorest families above the poverty 
line;4

WHEREAS, an irony of the quota system is that it benefits the more well-off, more 
productive rice farmers but not the worst-off among them,5 a state which makes the current 
QR system anti-poor;

WHEREAS, by simply trying to produce more and more rice at all costs, the 
government is crowding out opportunities for farmers to make a good living growing higlier- 
value crops such as rubber, cacao, bananas, and oil palm,6

WHEREAS, food security and food self-sufficiency are two different concepts: Food 
security is about access to reliable, affordable, safe and nutritious food, whereas self- 
sufficiency -  pursued at all cost -  only inevitably drives local prices of rice higher and is 
prejudicial to the interests of the poor;

WHEREAS, abandoning the QR on rice will not only be pro poor, it will enable us to 
better attain food security;

WHEREAS, cabinet members recently announced plans to end the quantitative 
restriction on rice importation, which is seen as a move that would help lower the prices of a 
staple food among Filipinos;7

WHEREAS, to replace the current QR system on rice, policymakers should review 
the wisdom of R.A. No. 8178, and instead aim for a more balanced approach—one that is in 
line with our goal of attaining food security,

See, e.g., Ciclilo F. Ilabito, Reinventing the Rice Policy, In q u i r e r .NKT, 12 July 2016, hllp://opiiiioii 
imiliiia iKj/^rvuM/ionivviPing iuc-p.-lKN ; Arsonio M. Ualisacan and Majah-Lcah V. Ravage, The Rice 
Problem in the Philippines. Trends, Constraints, and Policy Imperatives (200.1), ovailahle at l)llj'sp//inpra iili nm- 
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BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Senate of the 
Philippines, to direct tlic proper Senate committee to conduct an inquiry, in aid of legislation, 
on the alleged need to support the lifting of quantitative import restrictions on rice to better 
attain national food security and to review for this purpose Republic Act No. 8178, otherwise 
known as the Agricultural Tariffication Act of 1996.

A d o p le d ,


