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Introduced by: Senator Paolo Benigno "Bam" A. Aquino IV
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OUR NATIONAL INTEREST ' K O I t L I I N G

thar ? e PhiliPP 'ne Constitution provides in Article 2 Section 7
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the need to respect international law, including the UNCLOS, and the PCA ruline 
favonng the Philippines. The President instead raised the is^ue of kdlings n Z  
Ph hppmes under the period of US occupation, seemingly to challenge present 
calls for the Philippine government to uphold human rights in its war ô  frugs:^

n„re WHEREAf ’ in I  ceremony in Maiacahang last September 12, President 
uterte reportedly said that he purposefully did not attend the recent ASEAN-US 

Summit as a matter of principle.-3 On the other hand. Foreign Aff“ creta“v 
Yasay later insisted that President Duterte skipped the said meeting because the 
President was not feeling well due to a case of migraine;4

euWM[ERELAS’ tW0 yearS ag0' the Philippines signed a defense agreement 
wi h the US, which allowed the US military to deployed troops to the Philippines 
for the purpose of training exercises with Philippine forces. The Philippine 
c upreme Court upheld the validity of the agreement last January 2016;5

w h er e a s , President Duterte reportedly said in a speech before newlv 
appointed civil servants last September 12, that US troops must leave Mindanao 
because the presence of US special forces in the area could aggravate security 
risks. Presidential Spokesman Abella reportedly said, howeve8r8 that President
b a l  r ? tement WaS n0t 0ffiCial P0licy and that o>-der has been served 
w h d ™  I ofPr “lInCement6“ 0F ?ecretary Yasay the" la'c r  stated that the 
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« ,MI;REAS. President Duterte reportedly mentioned in the same speech 
last September 13, that the Philippines plans to procure defense equipment from 
Russia and China.11 Traditionally, since the 1950s, the P h ilip p in es 's  sourced a
S n  'I 0 f  weaP°"s f™'" United States, according to data from the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute;12

w h er e a s . Presidential Spokesperson Abella reportedly assured that 
despite the President’s recent pronouncements, the government would continue
H h° " orDÎ s Present with the United States. At the same time, he said
that the Philippines is just charting an independent course."13 According to 
reports, DFA Secretary Yasay has also asserted that some of the President's 
recent remarks have been misunderstood and that the Philippines is firmlv 
committed to its alliance with the US;14 3

WHEREAS, given the number of conflicting statements coming from the 
President and senior government officials, there is a need to clarify government's 
position and engagement with its neighbors and allies, and to ensure the Filipino 
public that we are pursuing a clear and coherent foreign policy that is most 
beneficial to the country;

RESOLVED. AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Philippine Senate to 
direct the appropriate Senate Committee to conduct an inquiry, in aid of 
legislation, on the foreign policy direction of the government with the end view 
of protecting our national interest.

Adopted,

11 http://news.abs-cbn.com/news/09/13/16/duterte-deals-with-china-russia-in-the-pipeline
2 http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016 - 09 - 13/duterte-courts-china-for- 
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