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MR. PRESIDENT:

The Com m ittee on Justice and Human Rights to  which w ere re ferred 

Senate Bill No. 221, in troduced by Senator Sotto 111, en titled :

"AN ACT
PROHIBITING BACKRIDERS ON TWO-WHEELED 

MOTORCYCLES/SCOOTERS AND EXCEPTIONS THERETO"

and Senate Bill No. 1128, in troduced by Senator Gordon, en titled :

"AN ACT
PENALIZING AND PREVENTING THE USE OF MOTORCYLCES OR SCOOTERS IN 
THE COMMISSION OF CRIMES THROUGH USE OF BIGGER PLATE NUMBERS 
AND IDENTIFICATION MARKS, REGULATION OF BACKRIDERS AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES"



has considered the same and has the honor to  repo rt them  back to  the Senate 

w ith  the recom m endation th a t the  attached Senate Bill No. -1397 . 

prepared by the  Com m ittee, en titled :

"AN ACT
PENALIZING AND PREVENTING THE USE OF MOTORCYCLES OR SCOOTERS IN 
THE COMMISSION OF CRIMES THROUGH THE USE OF BIGGER PLATE 
NUMBERS AND IDENTIFICATION MARKS, REGULATION OF BACKRIDERS AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES"

be approved in substitu tion  o f Senate Bill Nos. 221 and 1128, w ith  Senators 

Sotto and Gordon as authors thereof.
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SENATE BILL NO. 1397

Prepared by the Committee on Justice and Human Rights with Senators Sotto Hi and Gordon as 
authors thereof

AN ACT
PENALIZING AND PREVENTING THE USE OF MOTORCYCLES OR SCOOTERS IN THE 
COMMISSION OF CRIMES THROUGH THE USE OF BIGGER PLATE NUMBERS AND 
IDENTIFICATION MARKS, REGULATION OF BACKRIDERS AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

Be i t  enacted by the Senate and the House o f Representatives o f the Philippines in 
Congress assembled: ; »

1 SECTION 1. Short Title. -  This Act shall be known as the "M oto rcyc le  Crime

2 Prevention Act o f 2017".

3 Sec. 2. State Policy. -  A rtic le  II, Section 5 o f the  1987 Philippine Constitu tion ;

4 provides th a t the m aintenance o f peace and order, the  pro tection  o f life, liberty , and

.• 5 property, and the prom otion  o f the general w elfare are essential fo r  the  en joym ent

6 by all the people o f the blessings o f democracy. It is hereby declared the policy o f

7 the State to  secure and safeguard its citizenry from  the  ruinous and extrem ely

8 in jurious effects o f crimes and fata l accidents, particu larly  those caused by

9 motorcycles and scooters.

10 Sec. 3. Definition. - As used in th is  Act, the  fo llow ing  term s are defined:

7 . ,i-
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(a) "Plate num ber" refers to  the  regular m o to r vehicle license plate issued 

by the Land Transportation Office (LTO) bearing the standard 

alphanum eric characters in accordance, w ith  Batas Pambansa Big. 43

and 74.

. k
(b) "Backrider" refers to  any person seated at the  back o f the  m otorcycle

or scooter driver, o r a passenger o f his driver.

h)
i >

(c) "R id ing-in-tandem " refers to  the com bination o f a d river and his 

backrider/s o r passenger/s rid ing a m otorcycle or scooter.

Sec. 4. Bigger Plate Number. -  The Land Transportation Office (LTO) shall 

issue bigger plate num ber sizes fo r every m otorcycle and scooter which m ust be 

placed both in the  fro n t and rear part o f the  m otorcycle. It shall be made o f 

alum inum  plate applied w ith  reflectorized paint, and w ith  alphanum eric characters in

large and readable fon t. There must be a plate num ber both at the  fro n t and back

■f.i i'i
parts o f the m otorcycle or scooter, the  dimensions o f which should be big enough fo r 

the plate numbers to  be readable from  a distance o f between tw elve (12) to  fifteen  

(15) meters.

The LTO shall devise a co lor scheme o f the plate num bers fo r every region in 

the  country to  easily iden tify  w here such m otorcycle was registered. It shall also ••
1

devise an alphanum eric system, w ith  as few  characters as possible, fo r  easier 

identifica tion  and recollection by the  general public, w he the r day or night.

In the  foregoing, the  LTO shall provide every region and all its local
I i • 1

governm ent units a lis t o f all the  new ly purchased'; and previously purchased v -

!

2 .-.



1 registered motorcycles o r scooters in its ju risd ic tion  which includes, bu t are not

2 lim ited to  the fo llow ing  in fo rm ation : name o f registered owner, his driver's license

3 num ber, his address and contact details, vehicle identifica tion  num ber, plate

•' . ■ . i,
4 num ber, body color, brand/m aker. For these purposes, the  ,LTO shall m aintain a

t ^  'V

. 5 V
5 com puterized database o f all the  in fo rm ation  collected to  fac ilita te  in fo rm ation

. . 1

6 retrieval, as the case may arise.

7 Furtherm ore, the  LTO in every region shall require the  registration o f every

8 m otorcycle or scooter which shall undergo transfer o f ownership w ith in  tw o  (2) days
>•
■ t»

9 a fte r such transfer, w he ther the  m otorcycle or scooter is new ly assembled, rebu ilt, 

. 10 or acquired from  a registered owner.

11 Sec. 5. Driving W ithout a Plate Number o r a Bigger Plate Number. -  Driving

12 w ith o u t a plate num ber or a bigger plate num ber, as provided in Sec. 4, is proh ib ited.
I' ; ii:..1 . I I

13 The m otorcycle o r scooter used w ith o u t bigger plate num bers shall be confiscated by

14 the LTO untii a bigger plate is issued.

15 Sec. 6. Penalty fo r  Use o f the Motorcycle o r Scooter in the Commission o f a

16 Crime. -  If the m otorcycle or scooter is used in the  commission o f a crim e or to

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

ensure a quick escape from  the scene o f th e  crime, as witnessed by another person, 

and a v ictim  dies as a result o f th is illegal use o f a m otorcycle or scooter, the  

m otorcycle driver, his backrider/s, i f  any, and conspirators, shall be punished by 

reclusion perpetua. If the victim  suffers serious physical in jury, o r there was shooting 

or stabbing o f the v ictim  com m itted  by the  driver o r backrider/s o f the m otorcycle or 

scooter which did no t result in death, the  penalty shall be reclusion temporal unless a
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1 higher penalty is imposed due to  the  commission o f some o the r crime, in which case,

2 the higher penalty shall be applied. In all o the r cases, the  use o f the  m otorcycle o r

3 scooter in the commission o f a crim e shall increase the  penalty fo r the  crim e by one

4 degree.

5 If the m otorcycle o r scooter used in the  commission o f a crim e was ^ o le n , or

6 the licensed plate used is m ismatched from  the vehicle registration o f the motorcycle

7 or scooter, and the crime results in the death o f the  victim , the  penalty is life

8 imprisonment

9 The m otorcycle o r scooter used in the  commission o f a crime shall be

10 confiscated and fo rfe ited  in favor o f the  G overnment, unless it be the  property  o f a

11 th ird  person not liable fo r the offense.
V' 'A 
■I

The vehicle shall be im pounded pending investigation and shall be in custodia

13 legis, and no bond shall be adm itted fo r the  release o f the same u n tiM h e  final

14 decision o f acquitta l is prom ulgated by the tria l court which hears the  crim inal case

15 involving the use o f the im pounded m otorcycle or scooter. The m otorcycle or

16 scooter shall be confiscated and fo rfe ited  a fte r conviction in the tria l court w here the

17 appropria te crim inal case was filed. If the re  is an acquitta l, the vehicle shall be

1,8 returned to  its registered owner. ■

19 Sec. 7. Penalizing Commission o f  a Crime Through o r W ith a Backrider/s on

20 Motorcycles o r Scooters. -  Persons com m itting  a crim e th rough o r w ith  a

21 backrider/s shall be punished w ith  the  penalty o f life imprisonment.

V J ’
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1 City o r m unicipal ordinances proh ib iting  o r regulating backriders in

.3 y
2 motorcycles or scooters shall apply in the c ity o r m unic ipa lity  o r local governm ent

3 un it where the same is proh ib ited o r regulated, provided these are no t inconsistent

4 w ith  th is law.

5 Sec. 8. Loss o f Bigger Plate Number. -  If fo r  some reason, the bigger plate 

(5 num ber o f a m otorcycle or scooter is lost o r stolen, the  registered ow ner o f such

7 motorcycle, o r his authorized representative, m ust im m ediate ly repo rt to  the  LTO

8 the incident w ith in  three (3) calendar days from  the  date o f loss, and shall apply fo r a

9 new license plate.

i

10 The m otorcycle w ith  a lost o r stolen plate whose ow ner has no t fo rm a lly

• • •

11 reported the loss th e re o f to  the LTO w ith in  the  tim e  provided in the previous

12 paragraph shall be im pounded inside the  designated im pounding areas o f the LTO

13 until a new plate is issued. The LTO may charge a reasonable daily fee against the

14 registered ow ner o f the m otorcycle or scooter which has been im pounded under th is

15 section.

16

17

18

19

20 

21

Sec. 9. Im p le m e n ta tio n .- The Departm ent o f Transportation (DOTr) and LTO 

are mandated to  issue pe rtinen t guidelines to  im plem ent the provisions o f th is Act. 

Sec. 10. Other Penalties. -

■ 1 3
(a) Non-compliance w ith  the use o f the  bigger plate numbers shall resu lt tq  

the  revocation o f the registration o f the m otorcycle or scooter fo r  a period 

o f at least one (1) year, and confiscation o f the driver's license o f the  driver

22 thereof, o r in the absence o f the driver, the registered ow ner th e reo f fo r a
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period o f at least one (1) year, and a fine o f no t less than Ten Thousand 

Pesos (P10,000.00) but no t m ore than Tw enty Thousand Pesos 

(P20,000.00).

(b) Tampering, a ltera tion, fo rgery or im ita tion  o f the  bigger plate num ber 

shall be punished w ith  a fine  o f not less than Tw enty Thousand Pesos 

(P20,000.00) but not m ore than Fifty Thousand Pesos (P50,000.00).

(c) If the  registered ow ner o f the  m otorcycle or scooter fails to  tim e ly  report 

to  the LTO the  loss o f his bigger license plate, he or she shall be punished 

w ith  a fine o f no t less than Ten Thousand Pesos (P10,000.00) but no t m ore

than Tw enty Thousand Pesos (P20,000.00).
ul

Sec. 11. LTO Operations Center. -  W ith in  six (6) m onths from  the 

im plem entation o f th is Act, the LTO shall create and establish an Operations Center 

(Center) which shall be operational tw en ty -fou r (24) hours and seven (7) days a week 

fo r a faster and focused process in reporting  vehicle-re la ted accidents and any o the r 

incidents.

16 Sec. 12. Appropriation. -  The am ount needed fo r the in itia l im p lem enta tion  o f

17 th is Act shall be taken from  the current fiscal year's appropria tion  o f the  Departm ent

18 o f Transportation. Thereafter, the am ount needed fo r  the  opera tion and
I

1,9 maintenance shall be included in the General Appropria tions Act.

20 Sec. 13. Repealing Clause. -  All laws, decrees, orders, rules and regulations or

21 o ther issuances or parts th e reo f inconsistent w ith  the  provisions o f th is  Act are

22 hereby repealed or m odified accordingly.



1 Sec. 14. Separability Clause. -  If any portion  o r provision o f  th is Act is

2 declared unconstitu tional, the  rem ainder o f th is Act o r any provision not affected

3 thereby shall remain in force and effect.

4 Sec. 15. Effectivity. -  This Act shall take e ffect a fte r fifteen  (15) days fo llow ing

5: the  com pletion o f its publication e ithe r in the  O fficial Gazette o r in a newspaper o f

6 general circulation in the  Philippines.

*7 Adopted.
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