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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR VICENTE C. SOTTO III

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
ACCOUNTABILITY OF PUBLIC OFFICERS AND INVESTIGATIONS (BLUE 
RIBBON) TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY AND COMPREHENSIVE 
INVESTIGATION, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE PROCUREMENT OF 
THE TWENTY-ONE (21) UH IH  REFURBISHED HELICOPTERS AND THE 
ALLEGED IRREGULARITIES IN LINE WITH MODERNIZATION OF THE 
ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES (AFP)

WHEREAS, the 1987 Philippine C onstitu tion , Article II, Section 27 provides 
that:

“The S tate  shall m ain ta in  honesty  and  integrity in the public 
service and  take positive and  effective m easu res against graft 
and  corrup tion”;

WHEREAS, the 1987 Philippine C onstitu tion , Article II, Section 28 provides 
that:

“Subject to reasonable conditions prescribed by law, the  S tate 
adopts and  im plem ents a policy of full public d isclosure of all 
its tran sac tions involving public in te rest”;

WHEREAS, Section 3 of RA 9184 or the G overnm ent Procurem ent Reform 
Act provides that:

“Governing Principles on G overnm ent Procurem ent. -  All 
procurem ent of the  national governm ent, its departm en ts, 
bu reaus, offices and  agencies, including s ta te  universities and  
colleges, governm ent-ow ned a n d /o r  -controlled corporations, 
governm ent financial in stitu tions and  local governm ent u n its , 
shall, in all cases, be governed by these principles:

(a) T ransparency in the p rocurem ent process and  in the 
im plem entation of p rocurem ent con tracts.



(b) Com petitiveness by extending equal opportun ity  to enable 
private contracting  parties who are eligible and  qualified to 
participate  in public bidding.

(c) Stream lined p rocurem ent process th a t  will uniform ly apply 
to all governm ent p rocurem ent. The procurem ent process shall 
be simple and m ade adap tab le  to advances in m odern 
technology in order to en su re  an  effective and  efficient m ethod.

(d) System  of accountability  w here both the  public officials 
directly or indirectly involved in the p rocurem ent process as 
well a s in the im plem entation of p rocurem ent con trac ts  and  
the private parties th a t deal w ith governm ent are, w hen 
w arran ted  by c ircum stances, investigated and  held liable for 
their actions relative thereto.

(e) Public m onitoring of the p rocurem ent process and  the 
im plem entation of aw arded con trac ts  w ith the end in view of 
guaran teeing  th a t these con trac ts are aw arded p u rsu a n t to the 
provisions of th is Act and  its im plem enting ru les and  
regulations, and  th a t all these  con trac ts are  perform ed strictly 
according to specifications”;

WHEREAS, Republic Act 10349 or the Revised AFP M odernization Act w as 
enacted for the purpose of the con tinued  m odernization of all the  b ranches 
of the AFP;

WHEREAS, on D ecem ber 29, 2013, the Joint venture of the American 
firm Rice Aircraft Services Inc. and  C anadian  com pany Eagle Copters 
Ltd. won the con trac t for the supply and  delivery of 21 Huey helicopters for 
USD 1.3 million each th ru  a  negotiated con trac t after the th ree  previous 
bidding failed;1

WHEREAS, several issu es w here raised  questioning  the regularity  of the 
said procurem ent and  o ther breech of the  con trac t com m itted by the parties 
to the disadvantage of the  governm ent;

WHEREAS, there  is an  allege discrepancy a s  to the helicopter model 
purchased  between the actual model th a t h a s  been delivered and  received 
by the governm ent. There are  also issues on the  delay and  non-com pliance 
with the delivery schedule which can am o u n t to the term ination  of the  
procurem ent contract;

WHEREAS, the m ost a larm ing issue  is th a t the a ir w orth iness and 
proficiency of said helicopters are being questioned. There were reports th a t
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said u n its  are  defective and  canno t be utilized by the AFP in accordance 
with the purpose it w as intended;

WHEREAS, series of hearing  were already conducted  on 2015 dated  May 6, 
May 20, Ju n e  9 and  Ju ly  7 by the Blue Ribbon com m ittee regarding the said 
issue b u t unfortunately , no com m ittee report w as subm itted;

WHEREAS, recently one of the said helicopters c rashed  w herein a  Philippine 
Air Force (PAF) pilot w as killed along w ith h is two crewm en while ano ther 
one w as in jured in Tanay, Rizal W ednesday. F irst L ieutenant Xy-zon 
M eneses, 2nd Infantry Division (2ID) Public Affairs Office chief, said the 
m ishap happened 3 p.m .. May 4, 2017 a t Sitio Hilltop, B arangay Sam paloc, 
Tanay, Rizal.;2

WHEREAS, th is kind of anom aly placed the governm ent in a  very 
d isadvantageous position and  th a t the envisioned m odernization of the  AFP 
will never be a tta ined . The said irregularities do not only ham per the 
operations of the AFP b u t also endangers the lives of our soldiers;

WHEREAS, th is  investigation aim s to protect the in te rest of the 
Governm ent, especially the taxpayers and  to hold accountable the  erring 
officials;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, a s  it is hereby resolved, to direct 
the Senate Com mittee on Public Officers and  Investigations (Blue Ribbon) to 
conduct an  inquiry and  com prehensive investigation, in aid of legislation on 
the procurem ent of the tw enty-one (21) UH IH refurb ished helicopters and  
the alleged irregularities in line w ith the m odernization of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines (AFP).

Adopted,

VICENTE C. SOTTO III
^ e n a to r
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