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AN ACT
INSTITUTIONALIZING PHILIPPINE PARTICIPATION IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS OF THE VENICE BIENNALE

E x p la n a to ry  Note

With the inception of the 1895 In ternational Art Exhibition in Venice, the 
Venice Ai t Bit-nnale rem ains the oldest and  m ost prestig ious in ternational 
contem porary a rt  exhibition. Now on its 57th edition, B iennale Arte is held 
every o ther year since 1985. The first Biennale w as opened on April 30, 1895 
by the King and  Q ueen of Italy, Um berto I and  M argherita di Savoia.

In the following years, exhibitions and  festivals for the o ther a rts  were 
established: B iennale M usica in 1930 (International Festival of C ontem porary 
Music), Biennale Teatro in 1934 (International T heater Festival), and  the Venice 
Film Festival in 1934 (Venice In ternational Film Festival).

The first Pliilippine participation  in the Venice B iennale w as in 1964 during  the 
32Iu1 Venice Art B iennale through  the initiatives of the Art Association of the 
Philippines, v 'here the works of pa in ter Jo se  Joya and scu lp to r Napoleon 
Abueva were exhibited. In 2015, the Philippines re tu rned  to the Venice 
Biennale and partic ipated  in the 56 th In ternational Art Exhibition. After a  51- 
year h ia tu s, the Philippines show cased an  exhibition cu ra ted  by Dr. Patrick 
Flores titled Tie A String Around the World, featuring the w orks of Jo se  Tence 
Ruiz, M anny M ontelibano and  National A rtists M anuel Conde and  Carlos 
“Botong” Francisco.

In 2016, the Philippines’ first participation in the In ternational A rchitecture 
Exhibition w as m arked by the exhibition cu ra ted  by Andy Locsin, J r . and 
A rchitects S u d a rsh a n  K hadka, J r . and  J u a n  Paolo dela Cruz, titled Muhon: 
Traces of an Adolescent City. In 2017, the Philippine Pavilion in the 57th 
In ternational Art Exhibition is rep resen ted  by the exhibition titled The Spectre 
o f Com panson cu ra ted  by Jo se lina  Cruz and  which featured  a rtis ts  Lani 
M aestro and  M anuel Ocam po.

C ountry participation  is formalized th rough  a le tter invitation from the 
President of the Fondazione la Biennale di Venezia, the a rts  organization th a t



operates and  ad m in iste rs  the biennale, add ressed  to the National Com m ission 
for C ulture and the Arts, the h ighest cu ltu ra l agency of the country .

This bill seeks to institu tionalize the co u n try ’s partic ipation  yearly in the 
in ternational exhibitions of the Venice Biennale. To carry  ou t the m andate  
u n d er th is Act, the Philippine Arts in Venice B iennale C oordinating Com m ittee 
(PAVB-CC) is hereby created , to be lodged in the NCCA.

Recognizing the im portan t role of the a rts  in fostering patrio tism  and 
nationalism , and  the vital role of cu ltu re  and the a rts  in dem ocratic and  
inclusive nation-build ing , passage of th is bill is earnestly  sought.

loren l̂egttrda^
Senator



SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
Second Regular Session )

S E N A T E
Senate Bill No. 1 0 V J4

T H E o
ro V THE

■TRECEIVED'Va\
|z0DtTEjui ? t
\U )  TIME; / / -J Z -?  Q x i C o / 

BY:

In tro d u c e d  By SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT
INSTITUTIONALIZING PHILIPPINE PARTICIPATION IN 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS OF THE VENICE BIENNALE

THE

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Be in enacted  by the Senate an d  the H ouse o f R epresentatives o f the 
Philippines in Congress assem bled:

SECTION 1. S h o r t  T itle. -  This Act shall be known as the 
“Philippine Arts in Venice B iennale Act of 2017 .”

SECTION 2. D e c la ra tio n  o f  Policy . -  It is hereby declared policy 
of the  sta te  to:

a) Recognize the  im portan t role of the  a rts  in fostering patrio tism  
and  nationalism  and prom oting hum an  liberation and 
developm ent;

b) Recognize the  vital role of cu ltu re  and  the a rts  in dem ocratic, 
p luralistic  and  inclusive nation-build ing;

c) N urture, prom ote and  su s ta in  Filipino cu ltu ra l and  artistic  
diversity th a t m irrors and  shapes Philippine econom ic, social 
and  political life;

d) Advance a rt as a  form of expression and u n d ers tan d in g  and  a 
force for achieving creative b reak th roughs;

e) Evolve, prom ote and  conserve Filipino national a rt  and  cu ltu re  
th a t m irrors and  sh ap es Philippine econom ic, social and 
political life; and ,

f) Promote and  d issem inate  to the g reatest num ber of people the 
talen t and  ingenuity  of our a rtis ts .

SECTION 3. P h il ip p in e  P a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  
E x h ib itio n s  o f  th e  Venice B ie n n a le . -  The country  shall endeavor to 
partic ipate  yearly in the  in ternational exhibitions of the Venice Biennale 
held in Venice, Italy.
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SECTION 4 . P h ilip p in e  A rts  in  V enice  B iennale  C o o rd in a tin g  
C o m m itte e . -  The Philippine Arts in Venice B iennale Coordinating 
Com m ittee (PAVB-CC) is hereby created to oversee the coun try ’s 
participation every year in the  Venice Biennale exhibitions in Venice, 
Italy. It shall act a s coordinator and  com m issioner for the  Philippine 
Pavilion in the  B iennale exhibitions, and  lead in the  following activities:

(a) M anage the  selection process for cura to ria l proposals;
(b) C oordinate the  tim ely installa tion  of the  Philippine Pavilion in 

Venice and  of the  hom ecom ing exhibition; and
(c) Such o ther activities th a t may be necessary  for the execution of 

its m andate .

The PAVB-CC shall be lodged in the  National Com m ission for 
C ulture and  the Arts (NCCA). The D epartm ent of Foreign Affairs shall 
provide adm inistrative suppo rt th rough  its foreign posts.

SECTION 5. H om ecom ing  -  All Philippine Pavilion exhibitions 
shall be installed  and  m ounted  in appropria te  governm ent facilities and  
exhibition spaces for a t least one year for the viewing and  appreciation of 
the  general public.

SECTION 6. A p p ro p r ia tio n  -  Im plem entation of th is  Act in its 
initial year shall be funded th rough  the  an n u a l appropria tions of the 
NCCA. Thereafter, funding shall be provided for in the  a n n u a l General 
A ppropriations Act.

SECTION 7. Im p le m e n tin g  R u les  a n d  R e g u la tio n s  -  W ithin sixty 
(60) days from the date  of effectivity of th is Act, the NCCA shall form ulate 
the ru les and regulations for the  proper im plem entation of th is  Act.

SECTION 8. S e p a ra b il i ty  C lau se  -  If any provision of th is  Act is 
declared invalid or unconstitu tiona l, the o ther provisions not affected by 
such  declaration shall rem ain in full force and effect.

SECTION 9. R e p e a lin g  C lau se  -  All laws, executive and 
adm inistrative orders, ru les and  regulations inconsisten t with the 
foregoing provisions are  hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SECTION 10. E ffe c tiv ity  C lau se  -  This Act shall take effect fifteen 
(15) days from its publication in the Official G azette or in two (2) 
new spapers of general circulation.

Approved,


