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Sponsor: Senator Escudero

MR. PRESIDENT:

The Committee on Education, Arts and Culture to which were referred House 
Bill No. 5241, introduced by Reps. Farinas, Vergara, Violago, et. al. entitled:

"AN ACT DECLARING DECEMBER 8 OF EVERY YEAR A SPECIAL 
NONWORKING HOLIDAY IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY TO COMMEMORATE 
THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY, THE PRINCIPAL 
PATRONESS OF THE PHILIPPINES"

Taking into consideration;

Senate Bill No. 1430, introduced by Senator Vicente C. Sotto III, entitled:

"AN ACT DECLARING DECEMBER 8 OF EVERY YEAR A SPECIAL NON­
WORKING HOLIDAY IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY TO COMMEMORATE THE 

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY, THE PRINCIPAL 
PATRONESS OF THE PHILIPPINES"

has considered the same and has the honor to report them back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that they be approved with the following amendments:

1. ON PAGE 1, SECTION 1, LINE 2, DELETE THE SYLLABLE "NON" FROM 
THE WORD "NONWORKING".

THE PARAGRAPH SHALL NOW READ AS FOLLOWS:
"SEC. 1. DECEMBER 8 OF EVERY YEAR IS HEREBY DECLARED A SPECIAL 
WORKING HOLIDAY IN TLIE ENTIRE COUNTRY TO COMMEMORATE 
THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY, THE 
PRINCIPAL PATRONESS OF THE PHILIPPINES."

2. IN THE TITLE, DELETE THE SYLLABLE "NON" FROM THE WORD 
"NONWORKING".



THE TITLE SHALL NOW READ AS FOLLOWS:
"AN ACT DECLARING DECEMBER 8 OF EVERY YEAR A SPECIAL 
WORKING HOLIDAY IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY TO COMMEMORATE 
THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY, THE 
PRINCIPAL PATRONESS OF THE PHILIPPINES"

Respectfully submitted:
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Congress of the PraLiPPiNES 
Seventeenth Congress 
First Regular Session }

H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S

H. No. 5241

By Representatives FariNas , Vergara, V iolago, De Venecia, Robes, 
Alonte, Paduano, Gonzales (A.D.), Uy (J.), Sy-Alvarado, 
Maced A, Lopez (M.L.), V illarjca, Go  (M.), S ilverio, 
Calixto-Rudiano, Collantes, MariRo , Santos-Recto, Chipeco, 
Boulia, Pancho, T iangco, Chavez, Gomez, Lazatin, 
Suansing (E.), Lagman, belaro , Veloso, Garin (O.), Lopez (B.), 
Duavit, Ortega (P.), Panganiban, Mangaoang, Dy, 
Bulut-Begtang, Enverga, Ferrer (J.), Arctllas, Barzaga, 
Del Rosario, acop, Campos, Arenas, Estrella,
Aggabao, Go  (A.C.), Eriguel, Vargas-Alfonso, Garb in, 
MacAPAGAL-Arroyo and Primicias-Agabas, per Committee 
Report No. 168

AN ACT DECLARING DECEMBER 8 OF EVERY YEAR A SPECIAL 
NONWORKING HOLIDAY IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY TO 
COMMEMORATE THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF MARY, THE PRINCIPAL PATRONESS 
OF THE PHILIPPINES

Be it enacted by the Senate and  House o f  Representatives o f  the Philippines in 
Congress assembled:

Section 1. December 8 of every year is hereby declared a special 

nonworUng holiday in the entire country to commemorate the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception of Mary, the Principal Patroness of the Philippines.

Sec . 2. This Act shall take cfTect fifteen (15) days after its publication 

in the Official Gazette or in a  newspaper o f  general circulation.

Approved,

o
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INTKODUCKI) liY SENATOR V ICEN TE C. SOTTO HI

AN ACT
DECLARING D ECEM BER 8 OF EVERY YEAR A SPECIAL NON-WORKING 
HOLIDAY IN TH E EN TIRE COUNTRY TO COM M EM ORATE TH E FEAST 

O F T H E  IMMACULATE CONCEPTION O F MARY, T H E PRINCIPAL 
PATRON ESS O F TH E PHILIPPIN ES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The  Piiilippiiu's is ;i picdomii i i int ly C;illu)lic na t ion  by rccison of  the 

300  y e a r s  of S p a n i s h  rule. Aecordiii) '  to the 2 0 1 0  Idii lippine S ta t i s t ic s  

,icarl)ook -  leased on its 2 0 1 0  d a t a  -  H0..r)H'!i> of l,' il ij)inos a rc  Ca thol ic  

ineludinp; Catholic  cha r i sm a t i c .  To prove the Fil ip inos’ religiosity a n d  faith 

a re  the n u m e r o u s  rel igious feasts ,  c e leb ra t ions  a n d  festivities being licld in 

the co u n t ry  all year  round .

While there  a re  a n u m b e i  of rel igious feas ts  in the I’hi l iiipines, the re  

a i c  only th ree  (3) Holy Days  of Obligat ion -  the se  d a y s  being the  m os t  

im| )ortant  feas ts  of  the  li turgical  year .  U nde r  the  Code of  C a n o n  Law 

cu r ren t ly  recognized by the Holy Sec a n d  the Cathol ic  B i shops ’ Conference  

of the  Philipji ines, the Phil ippines h a s  only th ree  Holy Days  of  Obligat ion,  

namely;  the Im m acu la te  Com .-|)lifin (December  <S), C h r i s tm a s  Day or  

Nativity of O u r  l>ord (December  25), a n d  the  Solemnity  of Mary,  the  M other  

of ( lod ( .January 1). D ur ing  these  days ,  every Catho lic  individual  is obliged 

to a t t e n d  a n d  h e a r  m a s s  -  one  of  the “ab s o lu t e  m i n im u m  at t ions  iet |uirc tl of 

Catholics  regarding,  the  C h u r t  h " 1.

I i l ip . ' WWW heginningt .illio lic .e n in 'g ie ce p lsa )|- tlic -c iitlin lie -e liiirc li



However, a t  p re sen t ,  am o n j '  the Holy Days  of  Oljl igat ion,  it is only the  

K('ast of llic hnina( iilale C<jnee[ilion tha t  is not i leclared .'is a non-w ork ing  

liolidav -  the l\\’o (.>) ollu' t d a y s  of obligat ion hi ing n ’gu la r  holidavs  in the 

cmintrv' . Then-  a re  several  p re t lominan t ly  Catho lic  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  dec lare  the 

aforesaid f e a s t  a s  publ ic  holitlay like Amlorra ,  Argentina ,  l i a s l  Timor,  

( i i iam .  It.'ily, Malta,  M onaco a n d  Spa in ,  j u s t  to n a m e  a few.

The p rom ulga t ion  of the  dogm a  of the Im m a c u la te  Concep l ion  w as  

matic on Dceemb<.,i' 8, 1854.  Pojie I’iu s  IX olficially dceki red  the  Im m a c u la te  

Concep t ion  a d ogm a  of the  C h u r c h ,  w hich  m e a n s  tha t  all C h r i s t i a n s  a rc  

Ixum d to acceji t  it a s  t rue.  As the Holy Kather wrote in the  Apostolic 

C ons t i tu t ion  h u ’JJahilis D eus, "Wc declare , /j /o/ioimce, a t\d  (h 'fitjc tha t the 

doctrine u ’htch ho lds tha t tlu ' m ost H lessed  Vinjin Mary, in the fii.st in s tan ce  o f 

h e r  conception, by a  s in y id a r  y race  a n d  prim leye y ra n te d  by Alm iyhty God, in 

view o f  the  m erits o f  J e s u s  Christ, the  Savior o f  the  h u m an  race, w a s  

pt e se t ued f re e  from  all s ta in  o f  oriy inal sin , is a  doctrine revea led  by God a n d  

therefore to be believed firm ly  aru l co n stan tly  by all the faithful."

Filipino Catho lic s  havi '  a s t ro n g  ilcvotion to Mary,  Mother  of Ciod. One 

of the  m a n i fe s ta t io n s  of which  is w'hen u p o n  the  r e q u e s t  of  the  b i s h o p s  of 

the  I’hi liiipincs, Pope Pius  XII dec la red  Mary,  u n d e r  the  title of the 

I m m a t u l a t c  Concep t ion ,  ,-is the P a t ro n e s s  of the  Phil ippines on S c p ie m h e r  

\2 , 1, *42. Allothei p ioof of  Fi l ip inos’ venera t ion  to Mary is tha t  ap a r t  frotii 

festivals in h ono r  of a  town 's  pa t ro n  sa in t ,  each  al so h a s  the ir  own c la im to 

the Virgin Mary with u festivity in h e r  h o n o r  a n d  vigorously ce lebra ted  

th to u g h o u l  the  yeai  s u c h  a s  the  h lo res d e  Mayo, Feast  of  Nuestr'o Senor'o do 

Per'iaftancia, Mtinaoag Pilgrimage,  a n d  O b a n d o  Fertility Kites, a m o n g  o the rs .  

O th e r  prac t ices  of devot ion to Maty  arc  n o v e n a s  to Hlessed Mother  a s  

p ie p a ra t i o n  for the pa l rona l  feast;  the block rosary;  a n d  the e n d le s s  

sy m p h o n y  of Marian  t i am es  in the b ap t i s m a l  records-^.

lillp://\s\vw.clK[n>nlmo.iK'|/ilotiimcnts/p)7l)s/P>7.<'-m;ihal n;i hirlicn.html



In o rde r  to ;illow llic Filipino Catho lic s  to fu r th e r  s t r e n g th e n  the ir  

e s tab l i shed  devot ion to Maiy,  M other  of  God th ro u g h  h e a r in g  m a s s  a n d  

th ro u g h  the exert  ise of o th e r  e u s l o m a i y  rel igious act ivit ies , th i s  bill s eek s  to 

declare D ecem ber  <S of every y ea r  a s  a spec ial non-w ork ing  holidav in the 

en t ire  country '  to c o m m e m o ra t e  the  I 'casl of the Im m a c u la te  Ctmeept ion  of 

Mary,  the  principal  p a t ro n e s s  of  the  Phil ippines.

In light of  the  foregoing, the  p a s s a g e  of  th is  m e a s u r e  is ea rne s t ly  

reco m m en d ed .

I M ^  O  / ( X
VICBNTE C. SO TTO  III
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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR VICENTE C. SO TTO  III

AN ACT
DECLARING DECEM BER 8 O F EVERY YEAR A SPECIAL NON-WORKING 
HOLIDAY IN TH E EN TIRE COUNTRY TO COM M EM ORATE T H E FEAST 

OF TH E IMMACULATE CONCEPTION O F MARY, TH E PRINCIPAL 
PATRON ESS O F TH E PH ILIPPIN ES

Be it en<trt('(l by  the  S en a te  a n d  H uust' o f  R ey n 's t'n ta tiu es  o f  the 

Philippines in C o n y te ss  a sse ttd d ed :
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SI'^C DON 1. l,)('i c’lnlx i 8 cif is lu'i by clccliirccl a special  iion-

workiiig holiday in the en t i re  emantiy  to c o m m e m o ra te  the  feast  of  the 

Im m acu la te  Concep t ion  of  Mary,  the  Principal  Fatrone.ss  of the  Phili{)pincs.

SEC I ION 2. I his  Act shal l  take effect fifteen (15) d a v s  after  its 

publica t ion  in the Olpt inJ Gay.etle o r in a  ncws|>api r of {general c ircula i ion.  

A pproi'ed.


