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AN ACT DECLARING NOVEMBER 8 OF EVERY YEAR AS A SPECIAL 
WORKING HOLIDAY IN TH E EASTERN VISAYAS REGION TO BE KNOWN 
AS TH E “YOLANDA COMMEMORATION” DAY

E xplanato ry  Note

O n N ovem ber 8, 2013 , S u p erty p h o o n  Y olanda (Haiyan), th e  m o st pow erful 
sto rm  ever in  recorded  h is to ry  to m ake landfall, sm ash e d  th ro u g h  cen tra l 
Philippines cau s in g  u n to ld  d e stru c tio n  a n d  loss of lives w ith  T acloban City 
considered  a s  the  g ro u n d  zero.

In th e  a fte rm a th  of typhoon  Y olanda, co u n tle ss  ind iv iduals, n a tio n s  a n d  
o rgan izations from  all over th e  world cam e toge ther to  ex ten d  all form s of 
su p p o rt a n d  a ss is ta n c e  to surv ivors in  sp o n tan e o u s  a n d  s incere  a c ts  ‘of 
em p ath y  a n d  com passion , indeed  tu rn in g  a  d isa s te r  in to  a  sh in in g  m om en t 
for all h u m an ity .

To com m em orate  th e  hero ic  efforts of ind iv iduals a n d  o rgan iza tions in  the  
reh ab ilita tio n  of co m m u n ities  d ev as ta ted  by typhoon  Y olanda, th is  m easu re  
seeks to declare  Novem ber 8 of every y ear a s  a  special w orking holiday  in  
Tacloban City a n d  in  th e  E a s te rn  V isayas region.

LOREN LEGARDA 
S e n a to r
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Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the 
Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. N ovem ber 8 of every y ear is hereby  decla red  a  special w orking 
holiday in  T acloban  City a n d  th e  prov inces of Leyte, B iliran, S o u th e rn  Lejde, 
N orthern  S am ar, (W estern) S am ar, a n d  E a s te rn  S a m a r to com m em orate  the  
o n s lau g h t of typhoon  Y olanda (Haiyan), to h o n o r th e  m em ory of all w ho died 
in the  said  d isa s te r  a n d  to sa lu te  the  se lflessness of all v o lu n tee rs  an d  
organ izations w ho co n trib u ted  in the  recovery a n d  reh ab ilita tio n  efforts of all 
the  affected com m unities.

SEC. 2 . T his Act sh a ll tak e  effect fifteen (15) c a le n d a r d ays a fte r its  
p ub lica tion  in  th e  Official G azette or in  two (2) n ew sp ap ers  of general 
circu lation .

Approved,


