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EXPLANATORY NOTE

For almost fifty years, Presidential Decree (P.D.) No. 651 which mandates the 
immediate registration of births and deaths and provides penalties for violations 
thereof, has underwent zero amendment or updating. Section 9 of P.D. No. 651 
provides:

“S e c tio n  9. P e n a lty . A n y  p e rso n  re q u ire d  u n d e r  th is  d e c re e  to  
re p o rt fo r  re g is tra t io n  a n y  fa c t c o n c e rn in g  th e  c iv il s ta tu s  o f  
p e rs o n s  and  w h o  fa ils  to  d o  so, o r  w h o  d e lib e ra te ly  m a k e s  fa ls e  
s ta te m e n ts  in th e  b irth  o r  d e a th  fo rm  a n d  p re s e n ts  th e  s a m e  fo r  
re g is tra tio n , o r  w h o  v io la te s  a n y  ru le  o r  re g u la tio n  w h ic h  m a y  be  
is su e d  p u rs u a n t to  th is  d e c re e , and a n y  lo ca l p u b lic  h e a lth  o ff ic e r  
w h o  fa ils  to  p e rfo rm  h is  d u tie s  as  p ro v id e d  fo r  in th is  d e c re e , o r  
v io la te s  a n y  ru le  o r  re g u la tio n  w h ic h  m a y  b e  is s u e d  p u rs u a n t to  
th is  d e c re e , sh a ll u p o n  c o n v ic tio n , be  p u n is h e d  b y  a fin e  o f  n o t 
le ss  th a n  P 5 0 0 .0 0  n o r  m o re  th a n  P 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0  o r  im p r is o n m e n t o f  
n o t le ss  th a n  th re e  (3 ) m o n th s  n o r m o re  th a n  s ix  (6 ) m o n th s , o r  
b o th , in  th e  d is c re t io n  o f  th e  c o u rt.”

Civil registry is one of the most essential component of our bureaucracy and 
governance. As a country, we need to be able to properly document our citizens in 
order to ensure that everyone will be accounted for and thus have access to all the 
blessings of democracy. It is therefore an affront to our way of life to intentionally fail 
to register or falsify the entries in civil registries. Thus, P.D. No. 651 was enacted 
specifically to preserve the integrity of our civil registry.








