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Introduced by SENATOR LEILA M. DE LIMA

AN ACT
MANDATING THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS TO PROVIDE FOR 
THE OFFICE SPACES OF ITS FIELD OFFICES, HEREBY REPEALING 

SECTION 55 OF BATAS PAMBANSA BLG. 8 8 l, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
THE OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES, AS AMENDED

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution, Article IX-A, Section 5 provides:

Section 5. The Commission shall enjoy fiscal autonomy. Their 
approved annual appropriations shall be automatically and 
regularly released.

This provision strengthens the independence of the Commission on Elections 
(COMELEC) as a Constitutional Commission, in order for it to fully utilize and 
maximize the functions for which it was created and made independent under the 
Constitution.

Section 55 of the Omnibus Election Code (BP 881), however, does not appear 
to be in consonance with the character of the COMELEC as an independent 
Constitutional Commission. Section 55 provides that:

Section 55. Office space. - The loca l governm en t concerned  
sha ll provide a suitable place for the office of the provincial 
election supervisor and his staff and the election registrar and 
his staff: Provided, That in case of failure of the local 
government concerned to provide such suitable place, the 
provincial election supervisor or the election registrar, as the 
case may be, upon prior authority of the Commission and notice








