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RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT 
AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE RECRUITMENT OF 

CHILDREN AS COMBATANTS BY ARMED INSURGENTS AND 
EXTREMIST GROUPS, WITH THE END IN VIEW OF PUTTING AN END 
TO THE INVOLVEMENT OF CHILD SOLDIERS IN ARMED CONFLICT 
AND PROMOTE MECHANISMS THAT FACILITATE THE RIGHTS AND

SAFETY OF THE CHILD

WHEREAS, Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution provides that “[t]he 
Philippines renounces war as an instrument of national policy, adopts the generally 
accepted principles of international law as part of the law of the land and adheres to 
the policy of peace, equality, justice, freedom, cooperation, and amity with all nations”;

WHEREAS, Article II, Section 5 of the same further states that “[t]he 
maintenance of peace and order, the protection of life, liberty, and property, and the 
promotion of the general welfare are essential for the enjoyment by all the people of 
the blessings of democracy”;

WHEREAS, Article XV, Section 3(2) of the same provides for “[t]he right of 
children to assistance, including proper care and nutrition, and special protection 
from all forms of neglect, abuse, cruelty, exploitation, and other conditions prejudicial 
to their development”;

WHEREAS, Article X, Section 22(b) of Republic Act No. 7610, otherwise known 
as Special Protection of Children Against Child Abuse, Exploitation and 
Discrimination Act, states that “[cjhildren shall not be recruited to become members 
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines or its civilian units or other armed groups, nor 
be allowed to take part in the fighting, or used as guides, couriers, or spies”;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 9851, otherwise known as the Philippine Act on 
Crimes Against International Humanitarian Law, Genocide, and Other Crimes 
Against Humanity” (IHL) reiterates the State Policy set forth in RA 7610 that children 
are “zones of peace”;










