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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Constitution provides for the autonomy of the Cordillera region, as provided 
in Section 15 of Article X which states:

There shall be created autonomous regions in Muslim Mindanao and in the 
Cordilleras consisting o f provinces, cities, municipalities, and geographic areas 
sharing common and distinctive historical and cultural heritage, economic and 
social structures, and other relevant characteristics within the framework o f this 
Constitution and the national sovereignty as well as territorial integrity o f the 
Republic o f the Philippines.

Thirty one years since the promulgation of the Constitution, the region of Cordillera has 
yet to achieve real autonomy. The establishment of an autonomous region of Cordillera 
is important to provide a basic structure of government in the region and to secure the 
identity and cultural heritage of the people of Cordillera.

The Cordillera Administrative Region is home to a number of indigenous tribes 
collectively known as the Igorot. There are 12 ethnolinguistic groups in the Cordillera 
Administrative Region, namely the Applai, Balangao (sometimes known as Baliwon), 
Bontok, Kankanaey, Iwak, Karao, Ibaloy, Kalanguya, Ifugao, Isnag, Kalinga and 
Tingguian.1 According to data from the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples, 
there are 1,252,962 indigenous peoples residing in the region.2 This is a huge 
percentage of the total recorded population of the region in 2015 which was recorded 
at 1,722,006.3

1 http://ncipcar.ph/index.php/about-ips
https://www.ncipro67.com.ph/indigenous-peoples-of-the-philippines/
https://psa.gov.ph/content/population-cordillera-administrative-region-based-2015-census-population

http://ncipcar.ph/index.php/about-ips
https://www.ncipro67.com.ph/indigenous-peoples-of-the-philippines/
https://psa.gov.ph/content/population-cordillera-administrative-region-based-2015-census-population



























































































































