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AN ACT
PROHIBITING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF POLITICAL DYNASTIES 

EXPLANATORY NOTE

There is a cry fo r  change among the  F ilipino people and, w ith  it, a plea fo r be tte r public services 
and excellent governm ent leaders.

W hile  some may believe th a t the  answer lies in an iron fis t, those o f us w ho  still have fa ith  in the  
pow er o f the  people believe th a t the  answer lies in m ore choices, b e tte r choices o f candidates 
during elections.

We need to  encourage and em pow er m ore Filipinos w ith  the  passion fo r service, the  ab ility  to  
provide sound so lu tions and the  w ill to  create change, to  run fo r o ffice  and trans fo rm  the  
Philippine governm ent fro m  w ith in .

P rohib iting  and lim iting  the  powers o f a po litica l dynasty is one firm  step in th a t d irection  -  a 
move th a t is supported, even dem anded, by ou r cherished C onstitu tion.

A rtic le  II, Section 26 o f the  1987 C onstitu tion  states tha t, "T h e  S ta te  s h a ll g u a ra n te e  e q u a l access 

to  o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  p u b lic  se rv ice , a n d  p r o h ib i t  p o l i t ic a l  d y n a s tie s  as m a y  be  d e f in e d  b y  la w ."  Yet 
no law has been passed to  im p lem en t th is  cons titu tiona l provision.

W ith o u t an im p lem enting  law and no restric tions, po litica l dynasties have come to  occupy 70% 
o f Congress. In Local G overnm ent Units, 85% o f governors, 75% o f vice-governors, and a large 
share o f mayors (66%) and vice-m ayors (50%) fro m  outside the  NCR were also revealed to  be 
fro m  dynastic fam ilies .1
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