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RESOLUTION
URGING THE SENATE COMM ITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND FOOD TO 
CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, TO DETERMINE THE 
VERACITY OF PERSISTENT ALLEGATIONS THAT THERE EXISTS A 
MAFIA/SYNDICATE IN GOVERNMENT RICE PROCUREMENT AND 
IMPORTATION PROGRAM AND A “RICE CARTEL”, WITH THE END-IN-VIEW OF 
ENSURING SUFFICIENCY OF AVAILABLE STAPLE FOOD, STRENGTHENING 
FOOD SECURITY IN THE COUNTRY AND PUTTING AN END TO SUCH 
ILLEGAL/CORRUPT PRACTICES

WHEREAS, agriculture is the lynchpin of Philippine economy, as the State is mandated 
to promote its full and efficient use as the sector to generate employment opportunities;

WHEREAS, no less than the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), in a report dated 22 
January 2018, revealed that for 2017, 19.28 million metric tons of palay were produced 
compared to 17.63 million metric tons in 2016, or a 9.36% increase1;

WHEREAS, last 8 February 2018, Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel “Manny” Pinol 
stated that the higher yield resulted in a 2.7 million metric tons surplus in rice supply going into 
2018.2 Secretary Pinol even said that he expects said surplus to reach a record-breaking 3 million 
metric tons in the first quarter of 2018, thereby prompting him to say, “Sobra-sobra ang ating 
bigas ngayon”3;

1 http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/967209/breaking-news-rice-agriculture-philippine-statistics-authority-psa-palay- 
emmanuel-pinol-manny-pinol-nfa
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
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