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RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 

TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, INTO THE 
REPORTED SHORTAGE OF THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY’S (NFA) 

RICE BUFFER STOCK LEADING TO A CONCOMITANT INCREASE IN
RICE PRICES IN THE COUNTRY

WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 9 of the 1987 Constitution provides that “The 
State shall promote a just and dynamic social order that will ensure the prosperity 
and independence of the nation and free the people from poverty through policies 
that pro\ide adequate social services, promote full emplo>Tnent, a rising standard of 
Ihing, and an improved quality of life for all”;

WHEREAS, it is the avowed policy of the State to promote food security, 
including sufficiency in our staple food, by pro\iding adequate support to optimized 
production to meet local consumption and stabilize its price in our markets;

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 1028 (s. 1985) vested in the National Food 
Authority (NFA) the mandate to implement the state policy on food security; 
specifically by its exclusive authority to import rice when necessary and when 
authorized by the President, and in the procurement of palay from farmer-producers 
at such floor or support prices as it may determine, for the purpose of stabilizing the 
price of palay or of maintaining a desirable buffer stock level;

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 1 (s. 2016) transferred the super\isory 
authority over the NFA to the Office of the Cabinet Secretary;

WHEREAS, the Legislative-Executive Development Advisory Council 
(LEDAC) required the NFA to maintain a rice buffer stock, called the Strategic Rice 
Reser\re, of fifteen days’ worth at any given time and thirt>r days during lean months;

WHEREAS, on 6 February 2018, NFA Spokesperson Rebecca Olarte 
announced that the NFA’s buffer stock is down to two days’ worth or roughly 64,000






