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Re: Senate Bill No. 1778 taking into consideration House Bill No. 8380

Recommending its approval without amendment, taking into consideration House Bill
No. 8380.

Sponsor: Senator Richard J. Gordon

MR. PRESIDENT:

The Senate Committee on Justice and Human Rights, to which was referred Senate
Bill No. 1778, introduced by Senator Pimentel I1I, entitled:

“"AN ACT
GRANTING PHILIPPINE CITIZENSHIP TO HANS GUENTER SCHOOF”

and taking into consideration House Bill No. 8380, introduced by Representatives
Umali and Leachon, entitled:

“"AN ACT
GRANTING PHILIPPINE CITIZENSHIP TO HANS GUENTER SCHOOF”

has considered the same and has the honor to report it back to the Senate with the /D

recommendation that it be approved without amendment, taking into consideration

House Bill No. 8380. y
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Introduced by Senator Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel 11

AN ACT
GRANTING PHILIPPINE CITIZENSHIP TO
HANS GUENTER SCHOOF

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to grant Philippine citizenship to Mr. Hans Guenter
Schoof, a 69-year old German citizen and businessman.

Hans was born on July 31, 1947 in Wiesbaden, Germany. In 1986,
he came to the Philippines and married a2 Filipina; he later legally
adopted his wife’s two Filipino children. He was granted a Special
Retiree’s Visa in 1991 that he holds until today.

Mr. Schoof founded in 1987 the Old Heidelberg Restaurant. which
. he operated until November 1995 at Soldado Street in Ermita and at
Nakpil Street corner Bocobo Street in Malate. At its peak, the restaurant
Was a popular destination and melting pot of Filipinos and foreign
nationals alike. Hans, a lover of the history of our national hero, Jose
Rizal, used the place as a platform to recreate the experience of Rizal's
stay in Heidelberg, Germany.

In 1987, Hans was invited to Join The Order of the Knights of
Rizal. He was knighted by then Associate Supreme Court Justice
Conrado Vasquez. His deep interest and fondness for Rizal, as well as
his exquisite work with the Order, consecutively catapulted him to the
ranks of Exchequer, Supreme Councilor. and finally, Deputy Supreme
Commander — the highest post held by a foreigner in the organization.
As part of the Supreme Council of the Order, he was instrumental in the
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needful children to facilitate their travel to and from school. Hans has
also given aid to the Bohol Local Development Foundation (BLDF), an
- organization founded by another Baclayon resident, Dr. Nestor Pestelos.

BLDF is committed to enhancing the social assets of Bohol through
education and livelihood programs.

\
|
Education’s Pedals and Paddles project, which provides bicycles to
|
|

Since his arrival in the Philippines in 1986, Hans has rarely left the

country as even then, he was already certain of his desire to remain here
for the rest of his life.

With more than three decades of living with and helping Filibinos,
Mr. Hans Guenter Schoof has more than proven his genuine and sincere

intention to stay for good in the Philippines and to continue serving its
interests and its people.

For these considerations, the passage of this bill is earnest sought.

AQUILINO“KOKO” PIMENTEL III
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BY REPRESENTATIVES UMALI AND LEACHON, PER COMMITTEE
REPORT NO. 887

AN ACT GRANTING PHILIPPINE CITIZENSHIP TO HANS
GUENTER SCHOOF

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Mr. Hans Guenter Schoof is hereby granted
Philippine citizenship with all the rights, privileges and
prerogatives, as well as the duties and obligations appurtenant
thereto under the Constitution and the laws of the Republic of the
Philippines.

SEC. 2. Mr. Hans Guenter Schoof shall take the Oath of
Allegiance to the Republic of the Philippines before an officer duly
authorized to administer the same. The Oath of Allegiance shall be
registered with the Bureau of Immigration.

SkC. 3. Upon registration of the Oath of Allegiance, the
Bureau of Immigration shall issue a Certificate of Naturalization
to Mr. Hans Guenter Schoof who shall thereupon enter into the

full enjoyment of Philippine citizenship.
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SEC. 4. This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its
publication in the Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general
circulation.

Approved,



